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entities can be understood only with reference to the basic mysteries of physiology upon 
which they ultimately rest. 


Applied to man, these twins embody the idea of the soul and the spirit. The soul is the 
astral shade, the stellar light in darkness represented by Set and Sirius; the spirit is the 
solar body of light, represented by the sun. One is of the night, the other of the day. 


The Egyptian determinative of the human double was the sunshade, which combined 
these two ideas in one image. It was called the khaibit, and it survives in the English 
word habit, as something repeated or doubled, something put on or off as occasion 
demands. Every individual assumes and relinquishes this habit, or shade, each time he 
sleeps and awakens. During sleep, the light and dark aspects of the shade are unified and 
appear to be identical; unless the sleeper is an initiate, in which case he is conscious of 
the distinction. In death-which is a longer sleep- the two become discrete, the dark shade 


hovering over the corpse, the body of light finally breaking away from its twin and 
soaring aloft like a golden hawk. 


It is the dark shade for which propitiatory offerings were laid in the vicinity of the 
mummy. The latter is depicted in the hieroglyphics by a fish, which identifies it with the 
waters or blood of birth. In a magical sense the fish signifies rebirth of the ka, or soul of 
Light, into the world of spirits. In the semblance of a hawk the ka soars beyond the 
material basis of its mundane activities. This does not mean that the ascending spirit ever 
looked like a hawk, which is merely a determinative glyph symbolizing the ha's attributes. 


Much that was dark, if not actually black, in Egyptian magic, was practised by sinister 
priests who perverted these Mysteries to personal ends. One such perversion involved the 
enslavement of a departing shade so that it might be used as a familiar spirit in the service 
of the magician. 


Abnormal hungers were engendered in the consciousness of the dark shade through lack 
of posthumous nourishment. In all ages and in all places, therefore, great care was taken 
by relatives of the deceased to ensure that the departed spirit could replenish its waning 
vitality in the orthodox fashion, i.e. by drawing upon the subtle counterparts of the food- 
offerings laid in its tomb. 
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The mummy was used as the physical medium through which the energy was absorbed; 
that is to say, the mummy, or mumia 

the flesh or congealed blood-formed the material basis for the manifestation of the shade 
during its feasting. 


Innumerable tales of horror have elaborated the theme of the malevolent mummy, which, 
on being unwrapped, exhibited signs of recent feeding though having lain dead for 
centuries. The magically imprisoned shade used the mummy as a basis for its activities; a 
situation not impossible in actual fact. If victuals were not periodically supplied by 
relatives or friends of the deceased, the corpse would turn its attention to living people. 
Posthumous rites and food-offerings were originally of a pro pitiatory kind, designed to 
offset the hideous hauntings with which the literature of occultism abounds. It is at this 
level of mythology that the legend of the vampire has its roots. The magical formula of 
rejuvenation involves an analogous process with the significant difference that the 
Vampire is alive, not dead. 


Although Crowley only once resorted to sorcery of this kind, he knew certain Adepts 
who made a habit of it, and he was on one occasion involved in mortal combat with one 
of them. The incident is recounted in The Confessions (pp.335-337). 


In the Comment to Liber Agapé the Book containing the secret sex-magical instructions 
given to members of the Sovereign Sanctuary, O.T.O., appears the following pertinent 
paragraph: 


"The Vampire selects the victim, stout and vigorous as may be, and, with the magical 
intention of transferring all that strength to himself, exhausts the quarry by a suitable use 
of the body, most usually by the mouth, without himself entering in any way into the 
matter. And this is thought by some to partake of the nature of Black Magic. 


"The exhaustion should be complete; if the work be skilfully executed, a few minutes 
should suffice to produce a state resembling, and not far removed from, coma. 


"Experts may push this practice to the point of the death of the victim, thus not merely 
obtaining the physical strength, but imprisoning and enslaving the soul. This soul then 
serves as a familiar spirit. 


"The practice is held to be dangerous. It was used by the late Oscar Wilde, and by Mr. 
and Mrs. 'Horos'* also, in a modified form by S. L. Mathers and his wife, and by E. W. 
Berridge.” 


"The ineptitude of the three latter saved them from the fate of the three former." 


The Mass of the Phoenix is in effect the Mass of the Vampire. The Magician, like the 
phoenix, after traversing the Cycles of Time, or entering the Caverns of Blood, combines 
his own essence therewith and absorbs it into himself with the words: 


I entered in with woe; with mirth 

I now go forth, and with thanksgiving, 
To do my pleasure on the earth 
Among the legions of the living. 


Crowley himself practised a form of Moon Magick for the purpose of replenishing his 
sexual energies after they had been depleted by prolonged magical ceremonies, but on no 
occasion did he carry the practice to the point of death. It is unmitigated Black Magic, 
and utterly contrary to the Law of Thelema to interfere with the Will of other individuals, 
much less to rob them of life. Crowley's partners were always willing; the act was never 
in the nature of an assault, nor did it give them anything but pleasure, as his Magical 
Record repeatedly shows. On the contrary, in the case of exceptionally vital and robust 
women, he considered it essential to their well-being to drain off super fluous energy. 


The Book of the Law declares that "the best blood is of the moon, monthly". This is 
particularly true in respect of the materialization of occult entities whose visible presence 
is neces sary. Crowley has left many accounts in his Magical Record of 


1 An account of this coupic is given by E. J. Dingwall in Some Human Oddities ,1947. 
2 A very life-like portrait of Dr. Berridge is painted by Crowley in his novel Moonchild, Chapter IX. 
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rites involving what he terms the elixir rubeus, the red philtre. He occasionally used it to 
materialize that singularly elusive coin modity, money, or "red gold". The term is 
reminiscent of the Red fincture of the Alchemists, and of the Red (or Scarlet) Woman 


who substantiates it: although the image of the Scarlet Woman is a literary device, as 
used in the Apocalypse. it ante-dates the composition by several thousand years. 


Red is synonymous with gold, in the Fire symbolism of alchemy. In the tantras, red (or 
black) is the colour of Kali, Goddess of Time, seasons, periods, cycles etc. The 
synonymity is significant. The metals of the alchemists were not common metals, but 
living substances, and these metals or essences are the materializing elements of occult 
forces which embody themselves in the wealth secreted by the mines of Kali. Kali, the 
Black One contains "fruth" - the ruti or blackness which reveals itself in Matter in the 
form of the purest metal. i.e. gold. Red, black, gold are equivalent terms. The menstruum 
or vehicle of Light (Gold), on the physical plane, is blood, the liquid source of 
manifestation. The Mystical Water, the Sea of Infinite Space represented by Nuit (Nu) 
equates with red, gold, or black, all of which are One Principle, One Tattva, One Truth. 


In the symbolism of the Hebrews, the Seal of Solomon exhibits the triangle of fire, gold, 
or Light A {triangle pointing upwards}, and he triangle of water, or Blood V {triangle 
pointing downwards}. Their union is * {hexagram}. This Seal is the supreme symbol of 
Spirit manifested in Matter, or God united with Man. It is a glyph of the Great Work, 
perfected in the O.T.O. by the union of Fire and Water, and thus represents the Ninth 
Degree. 


The name Sol-Om-On is composed of the Latin, Sanskrit and Egyptian word for solar- 
phallic creative Energy. The Sun, whether golden (as in its rising), or red (as in its 
setting), is the glyph of the rising and setting Returner who is the hawk, heron, ibis or 
phoenix, the Bennu Bird of the Egyptians. The gold merges into red, into the black of 
Amenti, when the sun sets or dips below the Western horizon. The triple phases of the 
sun's journey, represinted by these three colours is paralleled biologically by the birth, 
death and burial of the physical body; the mummy being the seed cast into the earth to 
await resurrection on the Eastern horizon. 


The Tantrics prize the first rtu (cf. ruti) of a young woman because it contains great 
magical virtue. The Matrikabhedatantra glosses this as follows: "Oh Lady of Mahesha,* 
the flower which charms allis the Ritu which first appears in a married girl." The word 
"ritual", the Sanskrit -7tu or ritu (the Egyptian ruti), the black or red substance, all show 
the equivalence of these ideas. 


The flower-strewn yoni of the woman participating in the mystical worship of the 
Chakras is symbolized by the lotus of 8, 16, 32 or 64 petals (the number of petals 
indicates the nature of the rite performed), and is emblematic of the First Flow-er or 
Ritu.* 


Another, parallel symbolism is the smasanam, the cremation ground of Kali, where the 
tantric performs his mysterious rites. This is the burning-ground of desire, the place in 
which desires are consumed, extinguished. Hence, Kali is said to grant Kaivalya 
(Liberation) in the Void (Yoni). 


The symbolic correspondences are as follows: 

Rtu=Blood (red, black)--Rite= the first Rite performed when a girl attains puberty and 
becomes the Flow-er. The Flower-- Lotus Yom.-- the Cremation Ground where desire is 
finally extinguished, i.e. satisfied. Satisfied because, as Crowley observes: "a perfect 
orgasm should leave no lust; if one wants to go on, it simply shows that one has failed to 
collect every element of the personality, and discharge it utterly in a single explosion." 
The Cremation Ground is to be compared with the Cup of Babalon, the Red or Scarlet 
Woman into which the Adept expresses the last drop of his blood. 


The desires of the tantric are consumed on the funeral pyre of the Beloved. Here is the 
connection between blood, death, vampirism and lunar magick. 


3 Mahesha is Siva. 
4 See Karpuradistotra, Hymn to Kali, No. IX of the Tantric Texts series edited by Sir John Woodroffe. 
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The concept of death has undergone radical changes in the present Aeon. In the previous 
Aeon of Osiris death was con sidered as a reality; it was the apotheosis of suffering that 
purged the individual of "sin". In the present Aeon, death is known to be an illusion; it is 
equated with the phenomenon of sexual orgasm and interpreted as mystical annihilation 
of the personality which occurs when the individual unites ecstatically with any one of 
his "ideas" or possibilities; anything-that is-that con stitutes his not-self and therefore his 
"opposite". The process may apply to body, mind, or spirit. It may be experienced during 
the period of embodied existence, in the waking state, or in dreams; or in the 
disembodied state of sleep. But it is not necessary that the physical body should "die" 
before Enlightenment occurs. The transition from a doctrine of suffering and compassion, 
to one of rapture and passion, creates a fundamental change in the individual viewpoint, 
though both doctrines are equally illusory from the standpoint of the True Self(Atman). 


In the Aeon of Horus, physical life is recognized as a sacra ment. Death is the 
disintegration of the gross body, but there is no interruption in the continuity of 
consciousaess that once bound the bodily particles together. Death is the liberating kiss, 
the dissolution and release of the inmost particle of dust which is Hadit, eternally 
radiating energy at the heart of Nu: "Feast! rejcice! there is no dread hereafter. There is 
the dissolution, and eternal ecstasy in the kisses of Nu." 


The re-orientation of viewpoint is productive of more profound changes m consciousness 
than may at first be realized. 


"In the ontology of the New Aeon," writes Crowley, "Macroprosopos (God) is no longer 
the unique and supreme point-of-View to which every ego is subsidiary and must con 
form." The emphasis has shifted from without to within. Hadit exclaims: "I am the flame 
that burns in every heart of man, and in the core of every star. I am Life, and the giver of 
Life, yet therefore is the knowledge of me the knowledge of death." 


As the ancients discovered that it was one and the same sun that rose and set daily, 
annually, aeonically; so man in the New Aeon will realize that Consciousness is 
uninterrupted, although it periodically appears to rise and set, and to assume different 
guises or bodies. Death is an illusion, not therefore a state to be dreaded as in the old 
Osirian cults, for "all the sorrows are but as shadows; they pass and are done; but there is 
that which remains". 


THAT, the Hindu TAT, is the essential Hadit-particle, which is Consciousness. It is not 
an individual possession; rather, /t possesses the individual. 


Death is to be understood as the invisible arc of a curve that disappears beneath the 
horizon of limited consciousness to r~ emerge, like the Sun, with its essential identity 
unimpaired. 


In sexual congress each coition is a sacrament of peculiar virtue since it effects a 
transformation of consciousness through the annihilation of apparent duality. To be 
radically effective the transformation mu'.t be also an initiation. Because of the 
sacramental nature of the act, each union must be magically directed: "If the ritual be not 
ever unto me [Nuit]: then expect the direful judgements of Ra Hoor Khuit!" 


The ritual must be directed to the transfinite and non- individualized Consciousness 
represented by Nuit (Nought), i.e. nothing that can be thought about, or in any way 
formulated by the mind. The act must not concern itself in any way with the personalities 
involved, the terminals conducting the lightning- flash which makes possible this 
illumination. The individual identities of these poles are immaterial: "Take your fill and 
will of love as ye will, when, where and with whom ye will! But always unto me. 


The earthly Nuit is Isis, the Scarlet Woman. Crowley describes her as "any woman who 
transmits the solar word or Iladit-particle". Her formula is love under will. Similarly, Nuit 
is the heavenly Isis and her formula is represented in the Stélé 718. The double nature of 
the Goddess is therefore resumed in the formula of Nu-Isis.° 


5 It was this formula that constituted the Basis of New (i.e. Nu) Isis Lodge which the present writer directed 
in the nineteen-fiflies as a Sister-Lodge of the O.T.O. 
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Acts of love under will performed with full awareness of their occult implications, 
radically transform the consciousness of the participants. Analogous is the change of 
mentation effected by meditation which engenders a new faculty of awareness. The 
continued practice of transcendent union (of opposites) creates an analogical state of 
mind which will reach a high degree of development in this Aeon. 


The ancient Wisdom Religions were concerned with psycho~ somatic phenomena 
connected with Seership and Spirit-Vision, with Clairvoyance and Clairaudience etc. The 
Priest-magicians of Egypt, India and the extreme East, were versed in the Science of the 
Kalas (known in the India as Sri Vidya). This science, as has been shown, concerns itself 
primarily with the subtle powers (saktis) which emanate from the human body. The 


saktis, like the chakras of yoga, are non-existent until vitalized by magical processes of 
which love under will is the all-comprehensive~ formula. 


The seven major lotuses become active and flower only when stimulated from within, by 
the awakening of the Kundalini. The lotus, graal, cup, or chalice, are synonymous terms. 
Of the Magick Cup Crowley writes, in Book Four, Part IL: 


"This cup (composed of the crescent, sphere and cone) repre sents the three principles of 
the Moon, the Sun, and Fire, the three principles which, according to the Hindus, have 
course in the body... 


"The Hebrew letters corresponding to these principles are Gimel, Resh, and Shin, and the 
word formed by them means a flower' and also 'expelled', 'cast forth’." 


In Sanscrit, the word Vama, which is used to denote the Left-Hand Path, means the 
flower, or flowing one. Vama also means to vomit forth, or expel. There is therefore an 
equivalence ofideas: Lotus= Flower-- Cup= Woman Vama-- Secretion. 


"The Magick Cup . . . is also the flower. It is the lotus which opens to the sun, and which 
collects the dew. This Lottis is the hand of Isis the Great Mother. It is a symbol similar to 
the Ciip in the hand of Our Lady Babalon." 


The science of the chakras is described in the Satcakranirupana,° and other classics of 
Kundalini Yoga. 


The brain also contains magical powers, which are dormant in most individuals although 
they respond to proper stimulation. Pauwels and Bergier note that "their researches and 
investi gations incline us to admit as a hypothesis the existence of a superior equipment 
in the brain that has scarcely as yet been investigated. In the ordinary waking state of 
consciousness, only a tenth of the brain is actively functioning. What is happening in the 
other, apparently dormant, nin~tenths?" 


And, later in the same book: 

"According to the latest scientific discoveries, considerable portions of the brain are still 
terra incognita. Are they the seat of powers we do not know how to use? Machines of 
whose purpose we are ignorant? Instruments in reserve with a view to fliture mutations? 


"We also know that normally a man, even for the most complicated intellectual 
operations, uses only rin~tenths of his brain. The greater palt of our faculties therefore is 
still virgin soil. The immemorial myth of the ‘hidden treasure’ has no other Ineaning."® 


And, in his Magical Record (1920), Crowley wrote: 

"The brain is the ultimate development of the spermatozoa*", and the infinite potential of 
the latter flowers, if it flowers at all, through the former. "The spermatozoa* contains 
quite incal culable spiritual possibilities, more in its milligramme than the whole brain in 
its ounces." 


According to the Kaula Sect of Vama Marg "the trees of heaven are the five bosoms of 
the fourth, third and fifth ven tricles of the brain, the pituitary body and the pineal gland. 
The Tree of Life itself is equated with the pineal gland, which contains the i6th ray, or 
digit, of the Moon. From this ray flows 'the nectar of supreme excellence 


6 See The Serpent Power, by Sir John Woodroffe. 
7 See The Dawn ofMagic, p.236. 
8 Ibid., p.257 
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The symbolism of the serpent drinking the fluid which flows from the higher lotuses, 
especially in the region of the Visudha (throat) chakra, could easily be misinterpreted as a 
formula of vampirism, and the origin of the vampire legend may well have its roots in 
this tantro-yogic process. The nectar of Immor tality is the Soma, or Moon Juice, 
celebrated in the Sama Veda.” 


The lotus at the crown of the head (Sahasraracakra), which is said to have a thousand- 
and-one petals, secretes this amrita or ambrosia of immortality; its physical analogue is 
the brain, the chief seat of the mind. At the other extreme of the body complex, at the 
root-lotus (Muladharacakra) which blossoms with forty-nine petals at the region of the 
vulva, the amrita infuses the lunar blood. 


Havelock Ellis (Studies in the Psychology of Sex) states that only fourteen of the 
seventeen bodily secretions known to Tantrics are recognized by Western science. These 
numbers are related to the lotus petals of certain erogenous zones. The secretions are 
related to the days and nights of the dark and bright fortnights which constitute one lunar 
cycle, culminating in the Full Moon, sometimes called the i6th Digit of the Moon. 


The science of these zones is highly complex and is communi cated under cover of 
secrecy during initiation. Tamil literature is replete with references to it, though, like the 
mediaeval alchemical literature, it is veiled in obscure terminology requiring initiated 
interpretation. Such obscurity is warranted, because the candidate must be prepared in a 
very special manner. 


As exoteric science approximates closer to the secret wisdom of antiquity, so too will 
scientists have to undergo certain ordeals and initiations before being able to direct the 
forces which they discover. Herein lies the danger which Crowley strove to o~et by 
making man conscious of his True Will. Even so, mankind may miss its one avenue of 
escape from self-destruction, bccau~e not too much time remains before its choice of 
Path becomes irrevocable. 


9 See the translation of the Sanhita of The Sama Vada, by the Rev. J. Stevenson, London, 1842. 
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NU-Isis, Tough draft by Austin Spare for the bacadrop ised in Kenneth Grant's New 
Isis Lodge, a branch of the O. 1.0). which operated during 1955-62 


NU-Isis, a rough draft by Austin Spare for the backdrop used in Kenneth 
Grant's New Isis Lodge, a branch of the O.T.O. which operated during 
1955-62 
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Part of the preparation of candidates seeking Initiation into these Mysteries consists in 
the control and direction of sexual energy through the formula of Agapé (love under 
will). Only when used sacramentally can sex create and not merely reproduce. 


The debasement of this formula is vampirism of a negative kind. It is a pathetic comment 
on our times that it is the debased form of the sexual mysteries that permeates popular 
thought. Outside the Mystery Schools themselves, very little knowledge has seeped. It is 
partly because the likelihood of misinterpret ation is so immense and so dangerous in its 
consequence that the writing of this book has been undertaken. 


Non-fictional treatments of the so-called "supernatural" concern themselves almost 
entirely with the abnormal and degenerate aspects of these matters. In the secret 
instructions accompanying Liber Agapé, however, as well as in Liber Aleph (published 
posthumously), Crowley gives the correct working of the formula. 


9 
Strayed Gods 


CROWLEY's Magical Son, Frater Achad - Charles Stansfeld Jones - was the living proof 
that The Book of the Law issued from a praeterhuman Intelligence that used Crowley as a 
focus for its influence. On the other hand, Achad seems also to have been a classic 
example of the type of insanity that overtakes an individual who binds himself by a 
Magical Oath beyond his Grade. (A similar, though less extreme instance, is observable 
in the case of Frater Genesthai [Cecil F. Russell], a disciple of Crowley who participated 
in the magical rituals at the Abbey of Thelema in Cefalu.) 


Frater Achad took the Oath of a Master of the Temple (8°=3" A.'.A.'.) that is to say, 
vowed to interpret everything that occurred to him as a particular dealing of God with his 
soul, in Vancouver B.C., on June 21, 1916. 


When a person takes such an Oath, the psychological effect- as may be imagined - has 
profound consequences. The world appears in a light totally different to that in which it is 
seen by the ordinary individual. Every incident becomes charged with a particular 
signilicance; every and any chance event is vividly felt as bearing a direct and personal 
relationship to the person who experiences it; a vast and cosmic pattern begins to 
formulate itself in the mind so that the most trivial event appears charged with portentous 
meaning. 


Achad's taking of the Oath was quite legitirnate. Any individual has the right to do so, 
even though he may not be a member of the Order. But taking the Oath implies the 
Ordeal of the Abyss, which is the most critical experience a person can undergo. Less 
than a month later Crowley received a telegram from Achad which announced-in terms 
unintelligible to Crowley at the time-that he had crossed the Abyss and had been reborn 
into the Third Order or the Great White Brotherhood (A.'.A.".). 


Crowley, of course, had all along realized the necessity of producing a magical heir, and 
he interpreted the need literally. For several weeks preceding the arrival of Achad's cable 
he had been trying to beget a physical child on his Scarlet Woman, at that time Jane 
Foster, known in the Order as Sister Hilarion. But all his efforts had proved unsuccessful. 
Hilarion, and another woman with whom he was cohabiting for the same end, did not 
conceive then, or during the ensuing months. It was with astonishment, therefore, that 
Crowley recorded in his Magical Record, on August 21, 1916: 


"An amazing discovery. The Operations to have a child by Hilarion, July 8, 1916 on- 
seven in all-and one upon Helen Westley, ended September 12 and September 16 with 
three Operations at beginning and end of catamenia. These Operations 

are described as particularly good." 


"On September 23 (1915), the Word of the Equinox was NEBULAE ‘ie. the Babe of 
the Universe, as I now see it. This 

(present) Equinox, the Word is SOL-OM-ON, the Child of David's adultery. Now, 
O.L.V.V.LO.2 was born on June 21, (1916), exactly nine months after the Libra (i.e. the 
Autumn) Equinox (1915). On conclusion of the Equinox Ceremony, 


1 Every Spring (Sol in Aries) and every Autumn (Sol in Libra) Crowley obtained a Word from the Secret 
Chiefs of the ~ which epitomized the nature of the Magical Current for the ensuing six months. Re usually 
received the Word through IX° Operations, or occasionally, through divination. Fifty- nine such Words are 
extant; they date from the year 1915 until Crowley's death in 1947. 

2 The initials of the Motto which Frater Achad assumed on Crossing the Abyss - Omnia In Uno Unus In 
Omnibus. 
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Hilarion had seduced me; and I had concentrated on the Word just obtained. 


"It is really very remarkable that I did no Operation for a Child after this September 12- 
16. We were at Vancouver on October 19, I two or three days earlier. It is to be noted, 
too, that Hilarion was the perfect Scarlet Woman as described in The Book of the Law. 
Then O.I.V.V.LO. may be the Child coming ‘from no expected house',* since I always 
thought of a material baby, and never tried for a spiritual son, and yet the child of my 
bowels, since O.LV.V.LO. has Sagittarius® on the Ascendant, and Sagittary is on the 
cusp of my Sixth House (Virgo, the bowels), and also because I did the [X° Operation for 
him, upon the body of Hilarion. 


"He may be 'mightier than all the kings of the earth’, because cast out into Malkuth.° " 
"I woke up with these ideas in my head about 3.40 this a.m. Note, too, the dreams of 
September 20-21: Hilarion as a Titan woman on whom I performed IX°® fully. In this 
dream I was more than half awake..." 


Not only did Achad's attainment justify the methods that Crowley adopted in his training 
of aspirants in the A.'.A.'. it was also an unequivocal fulfilment of the prophecy in The 
Book of the Law which declared that the Beast himself would not understand all the 


Mysteries that the Book contained. 


3 Crowley here refers to a specific prophecy in The Book of the Law. 

4 Ibid. 

5 Sagittarius, the ninth sign of the zodiac. 

6 Achad was Jones' motto as a Neophyte of A.'.A.'. As a Probationer (0°= 0*) he had taken the motto Unus 
in Omnibus, Omnia in Uno On returning to Earth (i.e. Malkuth, the Sphere of a Probationer, represented on 
the Tree of Life by the ioth Sephira) and after his 80 = 30 experience of Crossing the Abyss, he reversed 
his motto, which then became O.I.V.V.I.O. Frater Achad was therefore "cast out" into Malkuth, or the 
Sphere of Earth. Crowley, at the time of his own 80 - 30 attainment, in 1910, was similarly cast out, but 
into the Sphere of Jupiter (Chesed, on the Tree of Life), the Sphere of the Exempt Adept, or Ruler. 


When Jones became a Neophyte (1°= 10") of the A.'.A.". (in 1913), he adopted the motto, 
Achad ({ AChD}, which means "One", Unity. Crowley soon realized that Achad was 
indeed the "one" who came after him, in the sense of succession to the Grade of (8°= 3") 
(Magister Templi). He came after Crowley and crossed the Abyss to be reborn in the 
Third Order - *the Silver Star. Also, Achad did in fact discover the Key of The Book of 
the Law in the word AL, which means "Existence", or "God", its number being 31. 


The word Achad (Unity) adds up to 13 which is 31 in reverse. Thirty-one is the number 
not only of AL but also of LA, meaning "Not", or Nuit; also, by the Tarot, 31 is equal to 
ShT (the god Set or Shaitan). The formula LAShTAL, which comprises 3x31, adds up to 
93 the sacred number of Thelema, Agapé and Aiwaz, or Will, Love, and the magical 
formula of their operation - ShT, or Set. 


These discoveries resulted from Achad's revelation concerning the number 31, which he 
obtained at the Winter Solstice, 1917, and which he delivered to Crowley in 1919. He 
accepted the Key, and, in consequence, the title of The Book of the Law - originally Liber 
Legis - was changed to Liber AL vel Legis. 


Frater Achad's account of his association with Crowley, and his discovery of the Key of 
The Book of the Law, is embodied in an unpublished document which lie entitled Liber 
XKXL It was to have formed the qabalistic Appendix to Crowley's account of The Book of 
the Law which was published-finally-many years later as The Equinox of the Gods.’ 


By that time, however, Achad had forfeited his position in the A.’.A.'. in Crowley's eyes 
at least, by failing to prove his unbroken line of ascent from the Grade of Probationer 
(1°= 10*), to that of a Master of the Temple (8°= 3"). According to Crowley, it was in 
counection with the Grade of 7°= 4* (Adeptus Exemptus) that Achad had failed. He had 
not composed and published a thesis on the Universe, as required of a member of that 
Grade. Examples of such theses are cited by Crowley in One Star in Sight: Eliphas Lévi's 
Clef des Grands Mysteres, the works of Swedenborg, von Eckartshausen, Robert Fludd, 
Paracelsus, Newton, Bolyai, Hinton, Berkeley, Loyola etc. 


7 Published by the O.T.O., London, 1936. 
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But at the time of Achad's discovery, Crowley was overjoyed by the thought that he had 
produced a Son and Heir magically competent to take his place in the Great White 
Brotherhood. Furthermore, he considered the strange concatenation of circum stances as 
conclusive proof of the praeterhuman Intelligence of Aiwaz, his Holy Guardian Angel. 
He saw in these events the full justification for his reorganization of the original Golden 
Dawn system, and the acceptance of that reorganization by the Secret Chiefs themselves. 
The System had proved itself Any person of average intelligence and capacity could - 
within a single lifetime - attain by its means to the highest spiritual eminence. 


But Achad's success - striking proof as it is of the transcendental origin of The Book of 
the Law-ended in failure, and in later years Crowley wrote to Frater O.P.V. (Norman 
Mudd) to the effect that although any man whosoever was free to take the formidable 
Oath of a Master of the Temple, he - the Chancellor® -- should dissuade anyone from so 
doing unless the earlier Grades had been systematically worked through. Achad, no doubt 
en couraged by the unusually swift progress he had made as a Neophyte, had omitted 
certain Tasks connected with later Grades, and this had had drastic consequences. 


The Egyptian Revival, which Achad wrote and published in 1923, contains evidence of 
his unbalanced and therefore imperfect attainment. He reversed the order of the Paths of 
the Tree of Life and turned the Serpent of Wisdom upside down! He also declared that a 
new aeon - the Aeon of Maat (Truth and Justice) - was at hand; that the Aeon of Horus 
was over and done with, almost before it had started! 


8 Norman Mudd was, at the time, the acting Chancellor of the A.'.A.". therefore had the job of dealing with 
applications from aspiring candidates. 


On April 2, 1948, less than a year after Crowley's death, and shortly before his own, 
Achad announced the onset of the Age of Aquarius-precisely 44 years after the Equinox 
of the Gods in 1904, when Aiwaz announced the inception of the Aeon of Horus which 
was due to last for approximately 2,000 years. Achad names the new Age, the Ma4on, the 
Aeon of Truth and Justice, and claims that he prophesied its inception in a book entitled 
QBL, which he published in 1923. Proof is everywhere apparent, however, that no Aeon 
of Truth and Justice has yet dawned. 


But if Achad failed personally to make good his rebirth in the Third Order, he did 
without a doubt discover the key to The Book of the Law; he did indeed come after 
Crowley; and he most certainly did prove the efficacy of the ~ system as recon structed 
by Crowley along Thelemic lines. 


Achad thought he had attained the summit of spiritual realiz ation, having-as he 
declared-passed the Magician (i.e. Crow ley) on the Path to the Crown? (Kether). He then 
went through a period of temporary insanity during which he came to England and joined 
the Roman Catholic Church, convinced that by thus forging a magical link with the 
enemy he would be able to persuade that Church to accept the Law of Thelema. He then 
returned to Vancouver, clad only in a raincoat. On disembark mg, he flung it off and 
began a ritual circumambulation of the city's centre to affirm his intention of casting 


aside all restriction; his action was a defiant gesture of release from orthodox behaviour. 
He was summarily arrested and imprisoned. During his incarceration he continued to 
interpret every event as having oracular and divine significance; the casual words, 
gestures, even the blasphemies of his fellow prisoners were interpreted after this fashion. 
During this period he claims to have completed his crossing of the Abyss, having fulfilled 
the Oath of a Master of the Temple, and having in actual fact interpreted every phen 
omenon as a particular dealing of God with his soul. The Record of Achad's attainment is 
a document of great mystical interest. Part of it has been published in The Equinox 111,1. 


9 See the Tree of Life; the Path to the Crown is that of Aleph which joins Chokmah and Kether. 
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Although Crowley accepted Achad's discovery of the Key of The Book of the Law, 
declaring that it opened the Palace of the King, he did not accept Achad's claim to the 
Grades of Magus (9°= rhe and Ipsissimus (10°= 1); Because of this, or so it seems, Achad 
endeavoured to wreck Crowley's work, particularly the work of the O.T.O. in California, 
and Crowley expelled him from that Order. Achad then turned on Crowley's genius, or 
"Angel", and in a paper entitled The Teachings of the New Aeon, describes Aiwaz as "the 
Malignant Intelligence who transmitted to him (i.e. Crowley) The Book of the Law in 
1904". He goes on to say that "the Beast may be considered as his own worst enemy, but 
Aiwaz is quite evidently the enemy of mankind, and should be recognized as such, if this 
new system, deliberately calculated to bring about the self-destruction of the human race 
is to be rightly evaluated”. 


Achad's case, tragic as it must seem to those who saw ill him so much promise and 
worth, can not be lightly dismissed, if, in fact, it can be dismissed at all. In 1925, Crowley 
wrote to Mudd: 


"I'm treating Achad as in the midst of a long ordeal, and so quite blind, although in one 
aspect 8°= 3° (Master of the Temple). Hence, care (should be taken) not to jog his elbow- 
in the hope he will come through. 1 think both he and Fuller'’ can be saved by you: it's all 
(as always) the Ego that starts Hell. Never forget this, there are no exceptions. Hence, if 
A plus B (in A.'.A.".) are at odds, the only question is 'Which of the two has an Ego- 
abscess forming from some drop of blood which he failed to squeeze into the Cup of 
Babalon?" 


The last sentence refers to the Supreme formula of the Mystic, the absolute abandonment 
of everything, even the Holy Guardian Angel; for should one ego-thought, one "drop of 
blood", remain "in the Cup of Babalon", the force of tlie attainment short-circuits itself, 
and obsession results. The ego swells to unimaginable proportions and the aspirant begins 
to believe that-as an individual-he is equal to the Absolute. 


10 He later became Major-General J. F. C. Fuller. He was known in the as Frater Per Ardua and was 
Achad's immediate Superior in the Order. Fuller, too, failed to make the Grade and fell from the Path, as 
Crowley hints in this letter. 


Another example of a magical abortion is that of Wilfred T.Smith, known in the Order as 
Frater V.O.V.N., or Frater 132.4 He was born at Tonbridge, Kent, towards the close of 
the last century and began his magical career in Vancouver under Frater Achad, who was 
at the time head of the O.T.O. for Canada and North America. 


Crowley first met Smith in Vancouver in 1915. As a result of the meeting Smith was 
given permission to establish a Lodge of the Order at Winona Boulevard. This he did, 
together with a Sister of the Order named Regina Kahl. Some time later, he moved to 
1003 South Orange Grove Avenue, Pasadena, California-the place which eventually 
became the headquarters of the O.T.O. in America. 


It was there that Smith seduced Helen Parsons, the wife of a promising young scientist 
named John W. Parsons who was known in the Order as Frater 210. Smith had a child by 
Helen, and a series of entanglements ensued which provoked Crowley to issue an 
encyclical expelling Smith from the O.T.O. 


But there was more to Smith than mere lubricity. The power of attraction which he 
possessed to a marked degree, and his strong personal devotion to Crowley and to the 
doctrine of Thelema, suggested something more than an aptitude for magick. 


Crowley drew up a progressed horoscope for Smith, and found it to be "one of the most 
astonishingly fortunate figures that Frater 666 has ever set up in his whole life". But 
when he proceeded to set up Smith's birth chart he was bewildered by an array of aspects 
which-in contrast to Smith's actual character- should have placed him among the 
foremost personalities of his time. For instance: "A complex of more than five planets is 
rare; of eight, Frater 666 knows one only - William Shakespeare besides Wilfred Smith!" 


11 The numerical total of the initials of his motto, which, in full, reads Velle Omnia Velle Nihil 
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This, and other equally puzzling indications of an unusual destiny continued to mystify 
Crowley and Lodge members. Suddenly "the simple, the astounding truth, flooded the 
mind of Frater 666 with light. It explains all obscurities; it reconciles all contradictions. 
We have all of us throughout been kindled by a single misapprehension, precisely as if a 
Staff of Astronomers mistaking a planet for a star, observed its motion, and so found 
nothing but irritating, bewildering, inexplicable attacks upon the 'Laws of Nature’. 


"All becomes clear on recognizing the fundamental mistake: 
Wilfred T. Smith, Frater 132, is not a man at all; he is the Incarnation of some God!" 


Following upon this discovery Crowley prescribed a Grand Magical Retirement during 
which Smith was to realize the nature and identity of the God indwelling him. It was to 
this end that Crowley composed Liber Apotheosis (Liber 132), wherein he suggested 
suitable methods for discovering the hidden god, and the best means for communing with 
it. 


Smith was to have no commerce with the outside world. He was to inhabit a tent, or 
shack, set up in a remote and little frequented place. Crowley suggested "Temple Hill" as 
a parti cularly consecrated site; it was easy of access to the new O.T.O. headquarters at a 
place named Rancho Royal. There, Smith was to build himself, single-handed, a chapel 
or temple from the surrounding stones and boulders. He was to have the Mark of the 
Beast tattooed upon his forehead, or in the palm of his right hand (and also, "if he choose, 
over his heart and upon his mons veneris") to solemnize his dedication to his holy task. 
Any visions, or unusual states of consciousness, manifesting in Frater 132 during the 
course of his retirement were to be recorded and communicated at stated intervals to his 
Superior in the Order.” 


That portion of Liber 132 which treats of the indwelling of non-human Powers is of such 
interest-apart from the particular case of Smith - that I quote it at length: 


12 His superior at this time was Frater Saturnus, Karl J. Germer, who was to become Crowley's legal heir 
in 1947. 


"The word 'god' implies a fact; it is no question of convenience as when the Ephesians 
called Barnabas ‘Jupiter’ and Paul 'Mercury'. 


"The incarnation of a god is an exceedingly rare event to become known, although 
frequent enough when he makes it secretly 'to take his pleasure on the earth among the 
legions of the living’. It being known, it is important to ascertain his purpose, especially 
as (in the present case) the material envelope has been so perfectly constructed that he is 
himself not fully aware of it. 


"One must distinguish such cases very sharply indeed from that phenomenon~in these 
days so common as to constitute an appreciable percentage of the population as to 
exercise noticeable influence upon society of the incarnation of elementals. 


"Nor is a god here to be confounded with a daimon or angel, even although his function 
wholly or in part prove to be that of an angel or messenger (cf The Book of the Law I, 7: 
there is no reason to suppose that Aiwaz is, or is not, a living man). 


"By ‘god’ is to be understood a complete macrocosmic indi vidual as contrasted with 
human~lementals who incarnate partial - planetary or zodiacal - intelligences'* of higher 
or lower rank in the Yetziratic Hierarchies ;“* such are salamanders, undines, sylphs and 
gnomes in human form. 


"It is of the first importance for those who would reap full benefit from the sojourn of 
such a King on this planet that they should understand his nature; they ought to know his 
name! To determine his identity is a task of notable magnitude... 


"It must therefore be his primary task to recognize himself. With this end in view he must 
first of all withdraw completely from further occasion of contamination; and he must 
devise for himself... a true method of self-realization. 


"It is not necessary that the god should have incarnated at (or before) the birth of Wilfred 
T. Smith. A quite possibly signifi cant moment might have been the Summer Solstice of 
1916, or 


13 For the general theory the student may refer to Moonchild. 
14 Yetzirah, the World of Formation in the Qabalistic System, equivalent to the Astral Plane. 
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during the Winter of 1906 when terrific forces were set in motion by the Chiefs of the 
Order. '° 


"The 'child' (i.e. the 'god') might well have been begotten by the Paris Working (January, 
1914) or as the result of some of the immense Enochian invocations: in the latter case the 
name of the god required might be found on the Watch Towers of the Universe*."° his 
nature determined by analysis of the squares concerned. Another possibility suggested by 
the place of residence of Frater 132 is that one of the aboriginal 'Red Indian' gods may 
have seized the opportunity somehow afforded by Frater 132's state at the moment ... 


"Prater 132 has to realize and proclaim his identity and func tion very much as Frater 
666 regards himself in the light of what is spoken of him in The Book of the Law. He 
ought to be able to say simply: I am Apu-t or Kebeshnut or Thoum-aesh-neith,”” or as 
may be the case. It will not serve the present purpose to accept Asar, or Ra, or one of the 
universal gods such as of whom all men are in a sense incarnations." 


Further on in the same Liber Crowley alludes to magical obsessions which occurred to 
various Adepts he had known in the past; Frater Lampada Tradam,” for instance, "who 
became for periods (on one occasion it extended to eleven days) the vehicle of such 
deities as Isis, Jupiter and Pan; also of obsessing demons who were of course exorcized 
without delay, but often with extreme difficulty”. 


At such times, Neuburg was bereft of all his human character- is tics; he lost 
consciousness of the world around him and was as if immersed in some inner world, 
consonant with the nature of the obsessing deity. He manifested the qualities of the deity 
"in singular perfection, untainted, analloyed by any corporate exter nalization of the 
vehicle". 


15 Crowley here refers to the A.".A.’. 

16 The Elemental Tablets wed in the Invocations of Dee 2nd Kelley. See The Equinox vol.1. nos. vii, viii. 
17 Egyptian gods of the Elements. 

18 Victor B. Neuburg. 


On the other hand, Smith, when obsessed by the unknown god, became restless, enraged, 
almost animal, as if "the im prisoned god were chafing at his base confinement". 


Smith, in fact, exhibited all the symptoms of atavistic resur gence which Austin Spare 
has well described.” Perhaps it was owing to this, and not to any defect in the ritual 


which he used during his Magical Retirement, that Smith failed to discover the nature of 
the god within. Yet fail he did. In a letter to Crowley, lie laments his defeat: 


"Tll started, ill maintained, ill terminated. The shrine is desolate of the divine; has ever 
been; and I am completely empty; so much so, I do not know if I write accurately about 
mysel£ In fact I don't know anything at all. Have nothing; am nothing... 


"The worst of it is, [have some years yet to go and the prospect of having to live with 
myself is - L assure you - not at all pleasant. For I can't see but that. my brain will 
continually flog me till I go to sleep once and for all. I have ill understood your dealings 
with me these many years, and I am no better informed at this moment." 


Smith, like all magicians engaged in a Magical Retirement, had a familiar spirit or 
servitor to take care of his bodily requirements. In this case the familiar was Sister 
Grimaud or Helen Parsons, whom he had seduced some time previously. Jack Parsons 
had ceased sending money to Helen because he had lost all his possessions to a 
confidence trickster who had wormed his way into the O.T.O. on the pretence of being 
interested in Magick. 


Smith winds up on a note of despair in his last letter to Crowley: 

"It all seems to be folding up together. Grimaud can't send any more money. Grimaud's is 
running out. These, and the fierce stab of Regina's *’ death occurred all within a day or 
two. But above all I feel I have shot my bolt, such as it was, and missed the mark. 


19 See Chapters 11 and 12. 
20 Regina Kahl was Smith's mistress before Helen. 
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"From the utterly desolate state in which I started out, which held for months, I am glad 
to say very recently the joy in some of the masterpieces has returned to me. I expected 
never to write to you again; hardly know why I do. But there is a feeling one owes a 
gentleman a letter when one fails to turn up at a dinner engagement. Besides, I don't think 
I could get Grimaud to write you this; she refuses steadily to accept my negative view of 
this Grand Magickal Retirement. You must be so inured to disciples' failures that just one 
more won't surprise you ..." 


Was Smith a God? We shall never know. 

The case of John (known as Jack) W.Parsons (Frater 210) is, perhaps, stranger still. 
Imbued with the idea of Kingly Man, as that expression is understood in the Cult of 
Thelema, Parsons bant his not inconsiderable energies, physical and intellectual, to the 
discovery of his True Will. 


Born on October 2,1914, in Los Angeles, he lived a lonely childhood, due to his parents 
broken marriage. He spent a great deal of his youth reading and day-dreaming, and 
nurturin, a growing resentment of all interference, especially of the kind posing as 
"authority". He developed strong revolutionary tendencies and when he encountered 
Crowley's writings - which he first did through Wilfred T.Smith - he was instantly alive 


to the significance of Thelema. He joined Smith's Agapé Lodge (O.T.O.), and, at the 
same time, became a Probationer, 1°=10* of the A.'.A.. 


Shortly afterwards, Helen Parsons had a child by Smith, and because of this Parsons 
directed his affection to Helen's younger stsier, Betty, who became his mistress and 
magical partner in the Ceremonies of Agapé Lodge. 


While Parsons was engaged in these matters a certain Frater X appeared on the scene, 
and such was his fascination that Parsons - who had gained admission to the highest 
grades of the O.T.O. - was persuaded to break his Oath of Secrecy and X came into 
possession of the secrets of the Order although he was not at any time properly initiated. 
These secrets comprise the psycho - sexual and magical techniques to which reference 
has already been made. 


Frater X then persuaded Parsons to form a tripartite Trust with Betty and himsel£ This 
Agreement was called "Allied Enterprises". Parsons put the lion's share of the money into 
it, Prater X contributing a merely nominal sum, and Betty, nothing at all. Parsons was 
then persuaded to sell the property which constituted the headquarters of the Agapé 
Lodge, and on the proceeds-plus the money invested in Allied Enterprises- Frater X and 
Betty absconded, leaving Parsons under the impres sion that they intended to buy a yacht 
which they would eventu ally sell to the advantage of all three. 


The yacht was duly purchased, but instead of returning to California, Frater X and Betty 
sailed round the East Coast together, "living the life of Riley", as a member of the Order 
graphically expressed it. 


In a letter to Crowley dated July, 1945, Parsons wrote: 

"About three months ago I met X, a writer and explorer of whom I had known for some 
time... He is a gentleman (sic/); red hair, green eyes, honest and intelligent, and we have 
become great friends. He moved in with me about two months ago, and although Betty 
and I are still friendly, she has transferred her sexual affections to him. 


"Although he has no formal training in Magick he has an extraordinary amount of 
experience and understanding in the field. From some of his experiences I deduce he is in 
direct touch with some higher intelligence, possibly his Guardian Angel. ~Ie is the most 
Thelemic person I have ever met and is in complete accord with our principles. He is also 
interested in establishing the new Aeon, but for cogent reasons I have not introduced him 
to the Lodge. 


"We are pooling our resources in a partnership which will act as a limited company to 
control our business ventures. I think 1 have made a great gain, and as Betty and I are the 


best of friends there is little loss. I cared for her rather deeply but I 


21 See, in particiar, Chapter 2, supra. 
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have no desire to control her emotions, and I can I hope control my own. 


"I need a magical partner. I have many experiments in mind... The next time I tie up with 
a woman it will be on my own terms. 


His wife, Helen, had been filched by Smith; now, Frater X had stolen his mistress. 
Having lost confidence in women, Parsons decided to attract an Elemental Spirit to take 
Betty's place and to assist him in his magical workings. 


The instructions which accompany the Eighth Degree of the O,T.O. contain methods for 
evoking an Elemental, or familiar spirit. It is said to be an easy matter to attract such a 
spirit because the souls of the Elements desire constantly to be absorbed into the cycle of 
human evolution, this being the only way in which they can achieve salvation and 
perpetuity of existence. On being appropriated by a human organism, the elemental 
finally becomes absorbed in the immortal principle in man. Crowley applies similar 
reasoning to the practice of eating animals: "We have a right to eat animals," he says, 
"because it is the kindest thing that we can do to them. Thus, and only thus, can we 
enable them to fulfil their ambition by building up their tissue into that of a higher 
organism.” 


In the matter of calling forth an Elemental Spirit, the Adept is advised on several points: 


"(1) That he choose wisely a reasonable soul, docile, apt, beau tiful, and in all ways 
worthy of love. 


"(2) That he fall not away from love of the Great Goddess into love of this inferior, but 
give only as a master and of his mercy, knowing that this also is service to the Goddess. 


"(3) That of such familiar spirits he have but four. And let him regulate their service, 
appointing hours for each. 


"(4) That he treat them with kindness and firnuiess, being on his guard against their 
tricks. 


"This being said, it is enough; for to have them is but the pains to call them forth from 
their homes. And the Spirits of the 

Elemental Tablets given by Dr. Dee and Sir Edward Kelley are the best, being very 
perfect in their nature and faithful, affection mg the human race. And if not so powerful 
as, they are less dangerous than, the Planetary Spirits; for these are more bois terous, and 
by disastrous stars easily perturbed and afflicted. 


"Call them therefore by the Keys of Enoch as is written in the Book ye know of; and let 
there be after the Call~ an Evocation by the Wand; and let the Marrow of the Wand be 
preserved within the pyramids of the letters that make up the name of the Spirit..." 


In January, 1946, Parsons wrote again to Crowley and referred to the Operation which he 
had performed: 

"I have diligently followed the VIII° instructions as (a) creation of new orders of beings 
with consecrated talismanic images. Possible connective result: increase in writing 
output; (b) Invo cation of Mother Goddess, using Priest's call in mass and silver cup as 
talisman; sometimes using suitable poetry such as Venus. Possible connective result: loss 
of Betty's affections as preliminary to (c) Invocation of Air Elemental Kerub... in 
Enochian Air Tablet." 


He goes on to give details of the rite he used; it ended with a command that the Spirit 
appear visibly in human form before him, as a familiar spirit and as a mate. 


Parsons recognized a possible connective result of the Operation in the form of a wind 
storm which-for the first three days of the Working with the Air Tablet-was excessively 
violent and "unnatural". He says that although he bent all his will and scientific 
knowledge to the correct performance of the rite, "nothing seems to have happened. The 
wind storm is very interesting, but that is not what I asked for." 


His disappointment was a little premature, however, for a few days later he wrote: 
"An interesting incident. Frater X attempted to escape me by sailing at 5 p.m., and I 
performed a full invocation to Bartzabel = 


22 The Spirit of Mars. See The Equinox [ix, where this Invocation is given in full. 
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within the Circle at 8 p.m. At the same time, so far as I can check, his ship was struck by 
a sudden squall off the coast, which ripped off his sails and forced him back to port, 
where I took the boat in custody. I am not greatly impressed, but it is interesting." 


Still not the desired result, but owing to the above he was able to say of Frater X and 
Betty: 

"I have them well tied up; they cannot move without going to jail. However, I am afraid 
that most of the money has already been dissipated. I will be lucky to salvage $3,00- 
5,000..." 


Then, on February 23, 1946, Parsons wrote triumphantly to Crowley: 

"I have my elemental! She turned up one night after the conclusion of the Operation, and 
has been with me since, although she goes back to New York next week. She has red hair 
and slant green eyes as specified. If she returns she will be dedicated as I am dedicated! 
All or nothing - I have no other terms. She is an artist, strong minded and determined, 
with strong masculine characteristics and a fanatical independence ..." 


This woman's name was Marjorie Cameron. She became Parsons’ second wife and led 
him deeper into occult waters from which he never emerged. Crowley warned him 
several times of the dangers he was courting; and in a letter to him, dated March 15, 
1946, Crowley wrote: 


"I am particularly interested in what you have written to me about the elemental, because 
for some little time past I have been endeavouring to intervene personally in this matter 
on your behalf. I would however recall Lévi's aphorism: 'The love of the Magus for such 
things is insensate and may destroy him'. Warns him that because of his sensitiveness he 
should be more on his guard than the majority of people." 


At about this time, Parsons - in the course of his MAgical Workings - contacted an 
Intelligence that was to disrupt his existence entirely and cause Crowley to write him off 
as yet another failure. 


Between the second and the fourth of March, Parsons recorded what he described as 'the 
most devastating experience of my life. 


I believe it was the result of the [X° working with the girl who answered my elemental 
summons. ~ 

"I have been in direct touch with One who is most Holy and beautiful, mentioned in The 
Book of the Law. \ cannot write the name at present." 


He received certain instructions from this Intelligence, first directly, then through Frater 
X, who had returned and who had been forgiven. Frater X acted as a Seer on several 
occasions when Parsons contacted denizans of other dimensions. Frater X declared that 
he was overshadowed by an "Angel", a beautiful winged woman with red hair whom he 
called The Empress. She guided him at all times and - so he claimed - saved his life on 
several occasions. 


Wilfred T. Smith, after his expulsion from the O.T.O., and his failure to identify the god 
within him, conceived an enmity for Parsons and attacked him astrally. On one occasion, 
Frater X, who had not met Smith, described him as clad in a black robe and having an 
evil pasty face. An expert with the throwing knife, Frater X pinned the phantom figure to 
the door with four knives. Later the same night, Parsons was awakened by a feeling of 
oppression. He heard a distinct sound in the room, though no one but himself was 
present. A muffled yet metallic voice screamed "Let me go free!" Parsons, recalling the 
strange events of the evening, gave the License to Depart ~* and freed Smith's astral body 
from the transfrxing knives. 


Parsons looked forward to the result of his secret illumination, which was to occur in 
nine month's time with the birth of a magical child "mightier than all the kings of the 
Earth", as had been prophesied in The Book of the Law more than forty years earlier. He 
believed that this child-and not Frater Achad- was to be the child destined to lead 
mankind to true freedom. 


23 i.e. Marjorie Cameron. 
24 The License to Depart is given to the Spirit before the Magician banishes it back to its proper 
dimension. Sec Magick, Chapter xvii, for an account of this operation. 
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Parsons continued to receive revelations through the agency of his elemental, whom he 
named Babalon, the Scarlet Woman, and such was the coherence of the material obtained 
from the spirit world that he claimed that it actually constituted the fourth and final 
chapter of The Book of the Law. 


During the receipt of these communications, Parsons-reduced to penury by the 
indefatigable Frater X-had been earning his living by working for an aircraft company. 
He wrote to Crowley: 


"It has now been almost a year since I last wrote-at that time I was near mental and 
financial collapse. Since that time I have laboriously gained some sort of mental 
equilibrium and gradually regained something of a position in my old field in a large 
aircraft company. My one aim is to rebuild myself." 


Crowley, dying slowly in England, was unable to follow the wild stories about 
revelations and initiations too secret and too holy even to be mentioned. He replied, on 
April 19, 1946: 


"You have got me completely puzzled by your remarks about the elemental - the danger 
of discussing or copying anything. I thought I had a most morbid imagination, as good as 
any man's, but it seems I have not. I cannot form the slightest idea what you can possibly 
mean. 


And to Karl J. Germer, his right-hand man in California, he wrote: 
"Apparently he, or Frater X, or somebody, is producing a Moonchild. I get fairly frantic 
when I contemplate the idiocy of these louts." 


Not long afterwards, Parsons took the Oath of the Abyss. He adopted the magical name 
Belarion, and in 1949 issued The Book of Anti-Christ, which he divided into two parts: 
The Black Pilgrimage, and The Manifesto of the Anti-Christ. In the first part he alludes to 
his interior struggles and the ordeal of disillusion ment which he suffered in the external 
world. These were experi enced by him when he was stripped of his fortune, his house, 
his wife, his mistress; all that he possessed. He undertook the Black Pilgrimage when this 
disillusionment had made him realize the fuitility and impermanence of phemenona. He 
had the choice between madness, suicide, and the Oath of the Abyss. 


Surviving the ordeals which plunged him into the Abyss for forty days, he took the Oath 
of Anti-Christ before his erstwhile Superior in the Order, Wilfred T. Smith. In his 
Manifesto he identifies himself personally with the anti-Christ and declares war upon "all 
authority that is not based on courage and manhood", and calls a halt to "the authority of 
lying priests, conniving judges, blackmailing police". He further called "an end to 
restriction and inhibition... conscnption, compulcion, regimen tation, and the tyranny of 
false laws". He claimed that he would bring all men to the Law of the Beast 666: "And in 
His Law I shall conquer the world." 


Apart from these laudable intentions, other-more esoteric- purposes were declared in the 
Manifesto which reveals Parsons as an ardent advocate of total freedom, and a loyal 
though some what fanatical devotee of Crowley's Thelemic principles. Had he lived he 
would today no doubt be among the foremost of fighters for individual liberty. 


In the ritual instructions which he received in connection with The Book of Babalon, 
which formed, so lie claimed, the fourth chapter of The Book of the Law, appeared the 
following: 


"She is flame of life; power of darkness; she destroys with a glance; she may take the 
soul. She feeds upon the death of men. " 


"Concentrate all force and being in Our Lady Babalon. Light a single light on Her altar, 
saying Flame is our Lady; flame is Her hair. I am flame." 


It was not very long after the Babalon Working that Parsons dropped a phial of fulminate 
of mercury, and was in truth devoured by flame.” 


Parson's papers show that he had the makings of a genuine magician. Apart from his 
correspondence with the Scarlet Woman, which is of great interest both magically and 


25 An account of his death appeared in The Independent, a newspaper publislied in Pasadena, California, 
June 19, 1952. 
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psychologically, he left some essays on Magick which deserve to be preserved in 
permanent form. 


It is unfortunate that Crowley was too ill to appreciate the situation and all its 
implications. He died in Hastings in 1947 before the first act of the drama in California 
had played itself out. He regarded Parsons as one more failure, and wrote about the 
matter to Karl Germer on the 31st May, 1946. His remarks were prompted by the re- 
appearance on the scene of Frater Achad, who had written to Germer concerning a series 
of initiations which he (Achad) was currently undergoing: 


"Thanks for yours of May 23rd enclosing one from Frater Achad. It is very good that he 
should come crawling back to the penitent's form after thirty years, but I do not quite see 
how it is going to make up for the time he has wasted on his insane vanity, and you might 
let him know this view. " 


"Tam glad that his submission should have taken place at this moment, however, because 
his case serves as very useful to quote in discussing the business of Jack Parsons... 


"The question of Frater 210 [1.e. Parsons] seems to me very typical. He reminds me up to 
a point-though he is on a much lower plane than they~f two men who joined the Order 
shortly after I took it over: both cases seem to me to have certain significance if applied 
to the present position of Frater 210." 


"Both cases were alike in this-that after a very short period of training both had more 
than fulfilled their early promise; they could claim not only attainment, but achievement- 
and that in no small degree. I am sorry that there is no possibility of making any similar 
claim on behalf of Frater 210. 


"The elder of the two men “1 rashly took the oath of a Master of the Temple. He must 
have failed to expel the last drop of blood into the Cup of Our Lady Babalon, for a 
comparatively few months later he got an initiation by his own account so marvellous 
that it superseded our own work altogether. it was, of course, much too sacred for him to 
give even the least hint of its nature. 


26 The two men to whom Crowley refers are Frater Achad (Charles Stansfeld Jones), and Frater Lampada 
Tradam (Victor B. Neuburg). 
27 Charles Stansfeld Jones. 


"What was the result? From that moment his attainment stopped; his achievement 
stopped; he never produced anything from that hour to this which was worthy a moment's 
consider ation. Now, after thirty years he has realized his mistake, he has come crawling 
back in penitence, but that will not do him the service of filling up the gap of thirty 
wasted years. 


"The second case was really much simpler.. Now, his attain ment and his achievement 
were on the whole of a higher class than that of the other man. But what happened to 
him? He got into the clutches of a vampire. 


"The result was identical; from that hour his attainment stopped; his achievement 
stopped; he lived a miserable life-the life of a slave under the unfluence of this appalling 
old woman, and some half-dozen years ago death relieved him from his sufferings; that 
is, sufferings of that kind. 


"It seems to me on the information of our Brethren in California that (if we may assume 
them to be accurate) Frater 210 has committed both these errors. He has got a miraculous 
illumination which rimes with nothing, and he has apparently lost all his personal 
independence. From our brother's account he has given away both his girl and his 
money-apparently it is the ordinary confidence trick. 


"Of course, I must suspend judgement until I have heard his side of the story, but he 
promised me quite a long while ago to write me a full explanation, and to date I have 
received nothing from him..." 


The poet, Victor Neuburg; the soldier, J. F. C. Fuller; the mathematician, Norman Mudd; 
the Magical Son of the Beast 666, Charles Stansfeld Jones; the Lancashire bricklayer, 
Frank Bennett; the ritualist, Wilfred Smith; the scientist, John Parsons, are a few of the 
many who tried-and tried wholeheartedly-to discover the identity of the Hidden God, to 
discover their True 


28 This brother was Louis T. Culling. He has written several books on Magick. 
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Will and to put their discovery to some use. Of these few, perhaps Norman Mudd and 
Stansfeld Jones came nearest to achieving their aim. They did indeed come nearest to 
under- standing the essential doctrines of Thelema, as is proved by the voluminous 
correspondence between Crowley and Mudd, and in the works, published and 
unpublished, of Frater Achad. 


Crowley himself, the greatest sphinx of all - even to himself - did not live to see his Will 
prevail in terms of humanity's acceptance of the Law of Thelema. Within him, the 
constant conflict between Magick and Mysticism was never wholly resolved, and 
gradually widened the rift between his inner experience of Truth and the outer dull clay 
of Cosmos to which he tried so courageously to transmit the fire of his immense fervour. 
He was an Advaitan at heart, and, despite all his protestations, the Way of the Tau 29 
brought him inevitably to the Way of the Tao. 


29 As the anonymous author of The Canon has shown: "Every scholar knows that the letter Tau, or eross, 
was the emblem of the Phallus." 


10 
Dion Fortune 


ONE of the members of the Stella Matutina (the later Golden Dawn) formed an occult 
organization which had many 

points of contact with Crowley 's Cult. This was Violet Mary Firth (1891-1946), later 
known as Dion Fortune. 


She was of Norse extraction. Fair and strong of physique she had the courage and 
determination of her Nordic forebears, although she personally came from a part of 
Yorkshire at one time possessed by the Danes. She was related to the Firth family, 
celebrated for "Stainless Steel". A portrait of her grandfather in a flame of this metal is 
said to have hung in one of the boardrooms of the Firth Stainless Steel Company; and 
stainless steel describes her character and attributes admirably. 


I met Dion Fortune while I was saying with Crowley in the mid-fourties, studying 
magick and acting as his famulus. I saw many of the letters which Crowley wrote to and 
received from Dion Fortune, and one in particular remains in mind more vividly than the 
rest. In it, Fortune asked Crowley's advice about ritual procedure in a blood sacrifice that 
involved two young cocks. I did not know, at the time, that Fortune was obsessed (rather 
more than most occultists) with the idea of sakti power) - not the common - or - garden 
idea of power in the sense of self-aggrandisement by aggression and oppression, or the 
less pernicious and still more common form of it as domineering interference in the 
affairs of others, but Power in the sense in 
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which it may be said to lurk in places and people, often in a latent form. Many of 
Fortune's novels concern people, who, little realizing their potential for occult work, live 
drab, frus trated lives, unfulfilled until a chance incident-pleasant or unpleasant, 
shattering or trivial~pens up the magazine within them; and she took a great interest in 
places and their links with ancient and forgotten rites performed by peoples long extinct, 
places which yet breathed an atmosphere palpable to the sensitive soul. 


An unhappy childhood tended to set her apart from her kind. She was an orphan 
possessed of a highly sensitive constitution which made her receptive to the auras of 
places and persons so that, as a youngster, she was introverted and prone to prolonged 
daydreaming. She was raised in a household where the tenets of Christian Science were 
not only advocated but rigorously practised, and her early ideas were heavily tinged with 
the teachings of Mary Baker Eddy. In fact, Fortune admitted that she owed her life-long 
interest in the strange powers of the mind to early contact with these and similar ideas. 


Her penchant for daydreaming caused her guardians some concern, but it was during 
these bouts of fantasizing that she developed the remarkable powers she was to manifest 
later on. The imagination plays a dominant role in occultism; Fortune learnt how to make 
use of reverie, and by controlling her daydreams, developed the power of influencing 
objective events. She found that by adopting a practice similar to that taught by St. 
Ignatius Loyola, she could explore the astral plane and penetrate to interior regions 
normally inaccessible. In her novels, The Goat Foot God and The Winged Bull, she 
shows very clearly the mechanism of "dreaming true". 


In her twentieth year she suffered a traumatic experience which determined the course of 
her life. It occurred while she was working at an educational establishment. Her 
employer, the principal of the establishment, was a domineering and unscru pulous 
woman of a particularly malevolent disposition who had lived in India for many years. 
When anyone antagonized her, she responded by directing a current of baleful energy that 
ate like acid into the object of her attack. One such onslaught was enough to reduce 
Fortune to a state of total prostration, which shattered her mentally and physically. How 
she recovered her balance and regained health and vitality is told in her book Psychic Self 
Defence. It was this critical experience that induced her to study analytical psychology, to 
join the Theosophical Society and devote herself to occultism. 


She attended courses in psychology and psychoanalysis at the University of London, and 
in 1918 she became a lay psycho therapist at the East London Clinic. For a time she was 
almost exclusively influenced by the doctrines of Aveling, but her interest in these 
gradually waned and she became absorbed with the theories of Freud, Jung, and Adler. 


While studying these, Fortune noticed the close connection between certain 
psychosomatic states and those described by ritualists of the Eastern tantras and the 
Western Qabalistic traditions. She realized that Woman, considered in the West to be the 
negative or passive aspect of the Creative Energy, was, on the contrary, the dynamic 
awakener of the sQlar-phallic current, and as such the factor that made the male positive. 


She devised rituals, wrote novels, and, at one time, a play which was in effect a Rite of 
Isis that enacted the eternal drama of polarity between the male-female modes of the 
Creative Fire. 


In 1919, Fortune joined the Golden Dawn, or the A(Ipha) and O(mega), as it was then 
called. The Lodge she joined was headed by the occultist J. W. Brodie Innes, an 
accomplished writer who had produced several novels and essays treating of Witchcraft 
and Highland Magic. Fortune held him in high esteem and learnt from him the correct 
procedures ofritual magic. 


In 1920, she left this Lodge and joined a London Temple of the Golden Dawn operated 
by Moina Mathers, the sister of Henri Bergson and the widow of S. Liddell MacGregor- 
Mathers, who died in the influenza epidemic after the First World War. 
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The brush with her employer at the educational establishment had so seriously damaged 
Fortune's etheric body that it "leaked". Rents in the etheric sheath lead to loss of energy 
on all planes, and it was only when she received initiation in the Golden Dawn that the 
damage was repaired. 


Yet the suffering inflicted by the black magician yielded a great good, for it caused her 
to study the diagnoses of; and to find cures for, psychic and occult attacks in general. She 
pub lished her researches in Psychic Self Defence, a book unique of its kind filled with 
profoundly penetrating observations on the underworld of black magic and the sordid 
hinterland of pseudo occultism. Her mediumistic faculties were developing rapidly and 
she was able to supply first-hand examples from her own experience of the invisible 
planes which she regularly explored. 


Fortune married a highly qualified medical practitioner named Penry Evans. It was the 
combination of their knowledge-his knowledge of the mind, her knowledge of the soul- 
that resulted in the birth of the Fraternity of the Inner Light which she founded with the 
intention of reviving particular aspects of the Ancient Worship. The doctrine of sexual 
polarity was the core of the Cult. She and her husband had treated cases of obsession, 
dual personality, schizophrenia, and a variety of men tal diseases. They had cured 
seemingly hopeless cases of nervous collapse caused by demonic possession, and had 
banished obsess ing entities back to their proper abodes. These and similar cases formed 
the basis of The Secrets of Dr. Taverner, a collection of horror stories of remarkable 
power, first published in 1926. 


Fortune's two novels The Sea Priestess (1938) and Moon Magic published posthumously 
in 19S6) treat of the revival of Paganism in a world that has lost touch with the elemental 
forces of Nature that make for creative living. But it is not the Isis of simple, 
unregenerate Nature, of primal, emotional and sensual pleasure, but the power of Nu, or 
Black Isis, the primordial essence of Woman (sakti) in her dynamic aspect. Mated to its 
complement in the male, stripped of its accretions of civilization by the realization of 
inherent godhead, this sakti is capable of effecting profound transformations in human 


consciousness. Black Isis destroys all that is inessential and obstructive to the soul's 
development. She is the power that liberates the spirit of man from the confines of limited 
experience. 


The basis of Fortune's work involves the bringing into mani festation of this sakti by the 
magically controlled interplay of sexual polarity embodied in the priest (the consecrated 
male) and the specially chosen female. Together they enact the immemorial Rite, and this 
forms a vortex in the ether down which the tremendous energies of Black Isis rush into 
manifestation. 


Fortune died firm in the belief that her work would form a nucleus enabling the Ancient 
Mysteries to operate freely once again. 


Her immediate superior in the Golden Dawn was a remarkable woman named "Maiya" 
Tranchell-Hayes, later, Mrs. Curtis- Webb. She it is whom Fortune portrayed as the 
ancient yet ageless and magnetic super-witch, Vivian le Fay Morgan, in the two novels 
mentioned above. A dominant personality, Maiya Tranchell-Hayes was a pupil of the 
Scottish occultist J. W. Brodie Innes, and, when Fortune knew her, the widow of an 
eminent psychiatrist who directed a lunatic asylum near Northampton. Like Dion 
Fortune, Matya also had studied at close range the various forms of mental derangement 
treated by her husband. 


Fortune had a very close relationship with this woman and such was the notoriety of 
Maiya's behaviour, in certain quarters, that Crowley was prompted to compose a 
characteristically caustic lyric, of which the last few lines read thus: 


Mrs. Webb does what she can, As a lusty Lesbian, 
To nzake a Sappho of the filly, Who never trots in 
Piccadilly; 


Girl to girl and man to man, 
Is part pattern of her plan; 
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Lad to lass and lass to lad 

(Bread to bread alone, is bad); So the changes she must 
ring, 

if the angels are to sing. Aristo. and putrid pleb., 
Harridan and dainty Deb., 

There's never one that misses web (b). 


Although she was something of a recluse in her earlier years, Fortune changed her mode 
of life with the onset of the Second World War. She met a more varied assortment of 


people; was not so exclusive as she used to be, and flung herself almost recklessly into 
society, organizing group work in a way she had not done during the days when the 
members of her Fraternity used to meet at No.3 Queensborough Terrace in the Bayswater 
district of Hyde Park. That house contained rooms dedicated- each in their own way-to a 
particular aspect of the Ancient Mysteries. There was even a place set aside for the study 
of Mystical Christianity, with special emphasis on the Arthurian and Graal legends. But it 
was all very enclosed, until the change that modified her personality. Her rooms became 
exotic in the extreme, draped with heavy silks and hung with strange tap estries. Ayoung 
girl, weirdly garbed, served tea and cakes, strange symbolic little cakes that had about 
them an indefinable aura suggestive of the spices and drugs of the East. Fortune wore rich 
jewels beneath a flowing cloak, and, on the rare occasions when she went out, a black 
broad brimmed hat from which her sun-glinting hair sometimes strayed and fluffed about 
her head like a golden nimbus. Her personality contained more than a streak of 
exhibitionism, strongly reminiscent of Crowley, and towards the end of her life she 
collected about her an odd assortment of talismans and magical impedimenta; she burned 
strange perfumes in curiously chased basins of glittering metals. Her afternoon stroll in 
Hyde Park was undertaken in the volu minous cloak which recalled the advertisement for 
Sandeman's Port. She describes the heroine of Moon Magic as similarly dressed as she 
paces the misty Thames’ embankment. Again, like Crowley on the occasion of his 
fantastic march along Bond Street dressed in full highland regalia and with a drawn clay- 
more, she imagined that she passed unnoticed on these casual strolls! 


Fortune arrived-through the medium of the Western Esoteric Tradition-at conclusions 
similar to those of the Tantrics in regard to the interpenetration of the subtle powers of 
mind and body. She knew that the chahras, the zones of magical energy in man, were 
situated in the region of the endocrine system within the highly complex web of man's 
nervous anatomy. She also knew that surgery had often released, or unsealed, cells of 
energy in the brain that brought back past events that could be re-lived with all the vivid 
fullness of actual and immediate experience. 


In her novels this facet of her knowledge is brought out more often than not when her 
characters w~dergo a shock that releases a chain of subconscious impressions that once 
had been conscious in a past incarnation. They become so intensely disillusioned through 
sorrow or suffering of one kind or another that their minds are turned forcibly inwards. 
This introversion taps the memories of previous incarnations, and the individual gains a 
clear insight into the purpose of his present life and is able to act with wisdom. Thus, 
from the d6bri~ of the everyday personality, Fortune showed a way out of the impasse of 
wasted lives, regrets and nostalgias, opening a direct path to the True Will that enabled 
the soul to know its own past and be able to chart its future. The mechani~m of her 
teachings are plainly set forth in her novels and it is this aspect of her work that forms the 
most definite link between Crowley and Austin O. Spare, whose system of sorcery will 
be discussed at some length in the following pages. 
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Austin Osman Spare and 
the Zos Kia Cultus 


H.P. LOVECRAFT, in one of his tales of terror, alludes to certain entities which have 
their being "not in the spaces known to us, but between them. They walk calm and primal, 
of no dimensions, and to us unseen." 


This aptly describes Austin Osman Spare. The circumstances of his birth emphasize the 
element of ambivalence and in betweenness which forms the theme of his magic. He told 
me he was not sure whether he was born on the last day of December 1888: or on New 
Year's Day, 1889; whether, as he put it, he was Janus backward-turning, or Janus 
forward-facing. But whichever aspect of the deity he more closely represented, it is a fact 
that his life was a curious blend of past and future. Despite his inability to remember 
quite when he was born, the place was certarnly Snowhill, London: he was the only son 
of a City of London policeman. 


When barely twenty years of age he began writing The Book of Pleasure, in which he 
used art and sex to explore the subcon scious mind. The Book of Pleasure reeks of 
diabolism to such an extent that Mario Praz in The Romantic Agony (Oxford, 1933) refers 
to Spare as an English "satanic occultist", and he places him in the same category as 
Aleister Crowley. Spare's intense interest in the more obscure aspects of sorcery 
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sprang from his early friendship with an old colonial woman who claimed descent from a 
line of Salem witches that Cotton Mather had failed to exterminate. Spare always alluded 
to her as Mrs. Paterson, and called her his "second mother". She had an extremely limited 
vocabulary composed mainly of the fortune teller's argot, yet she was able to define and 
explain the most abstract ideas much more clearly than could Spare with his large and 
unusual vocabulary. 


Although penniless, she would accept no payment for her fortune-telling, but insisted on 
the odd symbolic coin tra ditionally exacted as a sacrtfice fee. Apart from her skill in 
divining, she was the only person Spare ever met who could materialize thoughts to 
visible appearance. Aleister Crowley- who met and attracted all kinds of psychically 
active individuals-met two only in the course of his life who had this particular siddhi.* 


Mrs. Paterson, when visited for purposes of fortune-telling, would read a person's 
character immediately as a matter of course before going into details about the future. If 
she pro phesied an event she was unable to describe verbally, she would objectivize the 
event in a visual image and the querent would see, in some dark corner of her room, a 
clearly defined if fleeting image of the prophesied event. And this never failed to follow 
at the appointed time. 


It was undoubtedly Mrs. Paterson's influence that stimulated Spare's innate interest in the 
occult, which, allied to his remark able skill as a draughtsman enabled him to reproduce 
through his art the strange entities he encountered in transmundane spheres. He drew 
several portraits of Mrs. Paterson, one of which ap peared in The Focus of Lf'e, published 
by the Morland Press in 1921. Another drawing of her by Spare recently appeared (1971) 
in the part-work encyclopaedia Man, Myth and Magic, where she is shown after having 
"exteriorized" herself in the form of a nubile girl. 


1 Allan Bennett was one; the other, Crowley clid not name. 
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Spare too was able occasionally to conjure thought-forms to visible appearance, but 
whereas in the old witch's case it was an unfailing power, in his own case it was erratic 
and uncertain. On one occasion it worked only too effectively, as two unfortunate persons 
learnt to their cost. They were of the dilettante kind, mere dabblers in the occult. They 
wanted Spare to conjure an Elemental to visible appearance. They had seen materialized 
spirits of the dead in the se'ance room, but had never seen an Elemental. Spare tried to 
dissuade them, explaining that such creatures were subconscious automata inhabiting the 
human psyche at levels normally inaccessible to the conscious mind. As they almost 
always emodied atavistic urges and propensities, it was an act of folly to evoke them as 
their intrusion into waking life could be extremely dangerous. But the smatterers did not 
take him seriously. 


Using his own method of elemental evocation, Spare set to work. Nothing happened for 
some time, then a greenish vapour, resembling fluid seaweed, gradually invaded the 
room. Tenuous fingers of mist began to congeal into a definite, organized shape. It 
entered into their midst, gaining more solidity with each successive moment. The 
atmosphere grew miasmic with its presence and an overpowering stench accompanied it; 
and in the massive cloud of horror that enveloped them, two pinpoints of fire glowed like 
eyes, blinking in an idiot face which suddenly seemed to fill all space. As it grew in size 
the couple panicked and implored Spare to drive the thing away. He banished it accord 
ingly. It seemed to crinkle and diminish, then it fell apart like a blanket swiftly 
disintegrating. But while it had cohered and hung in the room like a cloud, it was 
virtually opaque and tangible; and it reeked of evil. Both the people concerned were 


funda mentally changed. Within weeks, one died of no apparent cause; the other had to 
be committed to an insane asylum. 


Although Spare was convinced that an occult Intelligence frequently painted, drew, or 
wrote through him, he was unable to discover its identity. He was, however, in almost 
daily contact with a familiar, a spirit-guide, known as Black Eagle whom he had clearly 
seen and drawn on several occasions. But he was convinced that Black Eagle was not the 
sole source of his automatism. Spare had but to turn his head suddenly and he would 
sometimes catch a glimpse of the familiar spirits that constantly surrounded him. Several 
times he had "caught" one of them long enough to make a lightning-swift sketch. 


Spare's frequent traffic with denizens of invisible realms led to his evolving a graphic 
means of conjoining all thoughts-past, present, and future-in the ever-fluid ether of 
Consciousness. His graphic symbology represents a definite language designed to 
facilitate communication with the psychic and subliminal world. 


It was Spare's opinion that for this language to be truly effective, each individual should 
evolve his own, creating his sigils from the material nearest to hand-his own 
subconscious. He gave as a reason for so much failure in divination the fact that, although 
the operator sometimes succeeded in annexing traditional symbols to his own 
subconscious awareness of their true values, many of the symbols eluded correct 
interpretation; they therefore failed of nexus and were consequently sterile. 


Not only could Spare "tell fortunes" in the usually accepted sense, he could also use the 
cards for influencing the host of subtle entities which swarm in the astral light, and with 
their co operation he accomplished much of his magic. 


He designed and used a pack of cards which he called the "Arena of Anon", each card 
bearing a magical emblem which was a variation of one of the letters of the Alphabet of 
Desire. When vividly visualized, the emblem or sigil mysteriously stirs the subconscious 
and a corresponding image, or set of images, arises in the mind. In proportion to the 
power of belief in the sigil, so is the cJarity of the image which it evokes. If the sigil taps 
a layer of ancient or cosmic memory, some astonishing images surge into the mind and 
the skilful sorcerer is able to project them into the astral mind-stuff of other individuals, 
so that they imagine the image to be a palpable presence. 


2 The basis of this Alphabet, together with many early examples of the letters composing it, is given in 
Spare's The Book of Pleasure, on which he began work in 1909 and published (privately) on completion, in 
1913. 
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Spare could influence elemental phenomena as well as the minds of other people. Great 
danger lies in possession, and Spare wisely refrained from writing too openly about the 
processes he employed. What I know about his methods I learnt from personal contact 
with him. 


Even as a child, Spare employed these curious sigils. One is reminded of Yeats's words 
in The Trembling of the Veil: 


"Mathers described how as a boy he had drawn over and over again some event that he 
longed for; and called those drawings 
an instinctive magic." 


When he was seventeen Spare stayed at the home of the Rev. Robert Hugh Benson, 
author of The Necromancers and other occult novels. They went out for a walk one 
summer day; a serene and cloudless blue sky shone overhead. It had been fine all day, 
and Benson was curious to know whether Spare could, in such unlikely circumstances, 
produce rain by magical means. Spare said he could, proceeded to trace a sigil on the 
back of a used envelope, and, pausing in his tracks, concentrated all his attention upon it. 
Within ten minutes small clouds began to appear; they massed at a point immediately 
above their heads and discharged violently. Both Benson and Spare were drenched to the 
skin. 


A year or two later, Benson introduced Spare to the Hon. Everard Feilding, Secretary of 
the Society of Psychic Research. At the time Feilding was associated with Frederick 
Bligh Bond, the President of the Archaeological Society who, by psychic means, had 
discovered the buried Edgar Chapel at Glastonbury Abbey. Like Benson, Feilding wanted 
proof of Spare's magical powers and, when the latter offered to oblige, proposed the 
following test: Spare was to materialize an object which Feilding mentally visualized 
without giving any clue as to its nature. 


Spare drew one of his magical sigils, which, instead of being symbolic of the unknown 
desired object, was the ideograph of a familiar spirit whose services he frequently 
employed when any mind-reading was required. 


After some time, Spare received a vivid impression of the object in Feilding's mind. He 
then drew a second sigil, told Feilding he need no longer concentrate, and proceeded to 
do so himsel£ These proceedings were interrupted by a knock on the door. Feilding 
tiptoed to the door, opened it, and was amazed to fmd his valet proffering a pair of 
slippers. Feilding turned to Spare and asked him how he had done it! 


An essential part of Spare's technique lay in deliberate forget fulness, and this is the part 
which a novice finds extremely difficult. One is reminded of the king who lavished a 
fortune on an itinerant alchemist who had successfully manufactured the Philosopher's 
Stone. After giving the king lengthy and com plicated instructions, which the king 
repeated by heart, the alchemist smiled and said approvingly: "Yes, your Highness has 
remembered every detail perfectly; there is just one further point to remember. For three 
minutes before the Alchemical Substance congeals, you must concentrate your mind 
upon its lustre as it seethes in the alembic, but during this time you should on no account 
let the thought of greenness cross your mind for even a moment." The king thanked the 
alchemist and prepared to make the Stone. Everything went according to plan until the 


last few minutes, when the mind of the king was invaded by an army of green objects 
which he was powerless to banish. 


With Spare's sigils the case is somewhat similar. The reason he gives for forgetting the 
desire at the time of invoking it lies in the fact that for the operation to succeed the 
conscious mind must have no inkling of the transaction. Consciously formulated desires 
take time to materialize; subconscious desires can be made to materialize very swiftly. 
Consciousness of the desire vitiates the entire process, so a method had to be found 
offorgetting the desire during the period of magical evocation. Spare called the process 
"union through absent-mindedness' and advocated the yogic method of emptying the 
mind of all but the sigil. This is not always successftil so as an alternative he suggests the 
sigil lization of perennial desires, desires that are sure to arise period ically, as for 
instance the desire for beautiful women. Several such desires are then sigillized, 
scrambled together, and laid aside 
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for several days. On reassembling the cards upon which they have been drawn, the 
operator is unable to remember preci~ely what sigillizes what! The rite is then 
comparatively easy to accomplish for it requires only concentrated thought. 


Spare often supplemented the process by a sexual formula which endowed it with added 
efficacy. He derived most of his sex-magical formulae from a Delphic Pythoness who 
communed with him during sessions of automatic writing. This Delphic Oracle was 
probably the spirit of old Mrs. Paterson, guiding him from beyond. 


One such formula enabled him to "give life to the autistic, by an earthenware virgin". in 
view of the present-day predilection for auto-erotic aids to ecstasy, the resuscitation of 
the dildo* and the widespread curiosity about the sorcery of sex, Spare's for mula of the 
Earthenware Virgin is of particular interest, though for Spare it had an exclusively 
magical aim. 


Until he received this formula he had, as he put it, "copulated merely with the 
atmosphere, or rode whores, witches and bitches of all kinds, there being few virgins". 


In order to translate a specffied desire from the level of subjective consciousness to the 
material or objective plane, the Pythoness instructed him to construct an urn in 
conformity with the dimensions of the erect penis. Sufficient space-but no more-was to 
be left at the end of the vessel in order to form a vacuum when the phallus was inserted. 
The cavity was to contain the sigillized wish, which was automatically consecrated at the 
moment of orgasm. The greatly enhanced pleasure induced by the suctional power of the 
vacuum increased the size of the penis and caused an unusually prolonged orgasm. At the 
critical moment, the desire was to be vividly visualized and held steadily in mind for as 
long as possible. When the mental image 


3 At the time of writing, my attention has been drawn to "the frst European sex paper" which reflects the 
current obsession with purely mechan istic aspects of seif~love. Nevertheless, such methods employed in a 
magical manner may place the practitioner in direct contact with his daemon or genius. 


began to wane and disappear the urn was hermetically sealed and buried in a casket filled 
with earth, or in the ground itself 


Spare maintained that this was the formula used by the ancient Greek urnings; hence the 
designation. in one of his unpublished writings he gives the following instructions: "Bury 
the urn at midnight, the moon being quartered. When the moon wanes, disinter the urn 
and-while repeating a suitable incantation- pour its contents as a libation on to the earth. 
Then re-bury it." 


As the sperm would by that time have congealed, Spare advised a replenishment before 
the second "burial". He describes the Earthenware Virgin as "the most formidable 
formula known; it never fails and is dangerous. Hence, what is not written down must be 
guessed. 


"From this formula was derived the legend of the genii of the brazen vessel associated 
with Solomon." 


Whether this is so, I do not know, but there is a curious illustration in Payne Knight's 
celebrated Discourse on the Worship of Priapus (London, 1865) which is not 
satisfactorily explained in the text. It is in two parts and depicts a male figure with sexual 
organ erect; in his raised right hand he holds a vase-shaped sheath which he is about to 
clamp upon the phallus. The second part of the illustration shows the same image, but 
with penis drooping languidly after ejaculation, and the waist of the figure girdled with 
fruits symbolic of the rite's fulfilment. There are also one or two illustrations in Reinach's 
Répertoire des Vases Peints (Paris, 1899), which suggest a similar magical practice. 


Spare could undoubtedly materialize atavisms from his own subconsciousness and clothe 
them fleetingly in the sexual ectoplasm (or astral semen) of his atmospheric copulations.* 


Occasionally, these entities actually achieved a degree of den sity sufficient to make 
them visibl~and even palpable-to other people. He called them "elemental automata" or 
"intrusive familiars". They frequently copulated amongst themselves, en gendering 
offspring simultaneously. Spare has depicted many of 


4 See The Hieratic Papyrus of Nesi Amsu, translated by E. A. Wallis Budge, London 1891, for an account 
of ancient ritual masturbation. 
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these creatures engaged in their peculiar pursuits and has written several accounts of the 
Sabbath which he attended in their company. Old Mrs. Paterson's influence is here very 
marked, for he used her likeness as the type of the ancient witch in many of his drawings. 


One of Spare's constantly recurring themes concerns the trans mogrification of age into 
youth. The first time Mrs. Paterson transformed herself before his eyes, the sorcery of it 
left a permanent impression which inspired many of his later works. One moment she 
was the lined and wizened old crone, then, in a flash, she appeared to him as a syren 
equipped with all the allurements of sex-appeal, an image that fulfilled his penchant for 


full voluptuous contours.° How she projected such a glamour he was unable to discover, 
and although he never surprised her secret, he tried-with partial success-to emulate her 
example. This he did by a magical induction of ecstasy which enabled him to function at 
levels of high emotionalism. He was at such times creatively active for days on end, 
needing neither food nor sleep. Enhanced sexual activity accompanied this condition. On 
the few occasions when he did not sublimate this energy and direct it to artistic creation, 
he regretted it. Such was his hunger that in one night alone he coupled with eighteen 
women. He called these outbursts "Dionysiac spasms of pan-sexualism", in which he had 
a vision of "all things fornicating all the time”. 


Spare wrote down his witch-guide's instructions and, over the years, worked them into 
several books which he illustrated by some of the best of his drawings. It was only 
towards the end of his life, however, that he concentrated the mass of Mrs. Pater son's 
teachings into definite form. This consisted of a series of aphorisms and a magical 
grimoire which he was working on at the time of his death in 1956. Both these works 
survive in manuscript. He intended calling the Grimoire The Book of the Living Word of 
Zos, the name Zos being his magical name in the Witch-Cult. 


5 See p. 181. 


The Grimoire is not so much a resumé of the Witch Tradition as a highly individualized 
system of sorcery reflecting his creative genius and aesthetic theories. He also developed 
and extended his magical alphabet, the Atavistic Alphabet about which he had first 
written in The Book of Pleasure in 1913. Each letter represents a sex~principle potent to 
awaken remote atavistic strata of the psyche. Examples of its use are given in the 
Grimoire, where he allies it with Witchcraft. The following is a literal translation of one 
of his favourite spells: 


O mighty Rehctaw! 

Thou who exists in all erogenousness, We evoke Thee! 

By the power of the meanings arising from these forms I make. 
We evoke Thee! 


By the Talismans that speak the secret leitmotfofdesire, We evoke Thee! 
By the sacrifices, abstinences and transvaluations we make, We evoke 
Thee! 

By the sacred inbetweenness concepts 

Give us the flesh! 


By the quadriga sexualis 
Give us unvarying desire! 
By the conquest of fatigue 
Give us eternal resurgence! 


By the most sacred Word-graph ofHeaven 
We invoke Thee! 


This prayer or evocation embodies traditional Sabbatic con cepts and might be described 
as the Alpha and Omega of Spare's doctrine. 
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Rehctaw (Watcher) is spelt backwards, not for the reason given in connection with Dee 
and Kelley's angelic communications but because the "backward" symbolism conceals 
the key to the reification of desire, the final absorption of the ego-current in its source - 
the Self Hence Spare's emphasis on Self-Love, or auto telic ecstasy. Rehctaw is the 
symbol of reaching backwards in time to infuite remoteness by the mechanism of intense 
nostalgia. Whether it is symbolized by the Moon presiding over the nocturnal orgies of 
the Sabbath, or by the back-to-back dance of the witches and warlocks (see de L'Ancre), 
or by the infamous kiss of the Sabbath which is applied to the anus of the Demon; all 
such symbols indicate an infinite regression which causes atavistic resurgence and the 
inversion of sex to Self-Love. 


"Shall I speak of that unique intensity without form? Know ye the ecstasy within? The 
pleasure between ego and self? At that time of ecstasy there is no thought of others; there 
is no thought. wo 


The opening line of the evocation resumes the method em ployed at the Sabbath for 
conscious wish-fulfilment through self-pleasure, and it is glossed by the words: "Except 
in the sensuous impact of flesh on flesh there are no meanings." The Self lives in, 
permeates, and is identical with, Reality-the enduring and ever present Consciousness-the 
living flesh compact of endlessly reifying dream. 


The second part of the evocation refers to the sigils and letters of the sacred alphabet 
wherewith Zos (i.e. the body considered as a whole) produces its subtle spells by 
projecting its Self on to the mists of matter, without. In other words, the language of 
desire and its meanings penetrate the silent regions of consciously forgotten experie'nces, 
evoking by its reverberant power the ineluctable memories that abide perpetually in 
subconsciousness. 


"The Talismans that speak the secret leitmotif of desire" are, primarily, the two major 
magical instruments of Spare's system-the Hand and the Eye of which the phallus and the 
kteis are the secret symbols. They are both used, as in Crowley's Cult,for evoking or 
provoking "consciousness in touch; ecstasy in vision". 


6 The Anathema of Zos, by A. O. Spare; London, 1927. 


The fourth clause of the Sabbatic Prayer refers to the occult maxim that great 
achievements proceed upon total exhaustion of energy in one great burst of release, after 
a period-long or short-of sacrifice or abstention, during which time the necessary energy 
is accumulated and intensified. "The Sabbath is always secret, communal and periodic; 
an enforced consummation for almost unlimited wish-fulfilment. 


"Prolonged voluntary abstinence, repression and sacrifice, is released in mass sexual 
congress and sublimated to one end: the exteriorization of a wish, which is thus achieved 
by a great saving and a total spending."’ 


The "transvaluations" are effected by the sloughing ofconven tional ideas and beliefs, 
and by the absorption of the energy thus liberated. Spare terms such energy "free belief". 
It is this aimiess energy that is seized upon at the Sabbath and directed to given ends. 


The fifth clause of the Prayer introduces one of the most important aspects of Spare's 
magic, that of inbetweenness. 


In everyday life one craze or "belief" follows another. By a process of not-believing, of 
emptying the craze, or obsession, of its content, we can surprise the tendency of belief to 
appear as one thing rather than another, or as one thing afier another. We can in this way 
break through into that ecstasy of communion with the Atmospheric "I" which Spare 
calls the Kia, the state of inbetweenness, or Neither-Neither. 


The primordial belief is "Self", "God", or Kia (it does not matter what we call it). It is the 
only belief that is self-evident because it is experienced by each one of us at every 
moment of our existence. it is also the only belief that is truly free of belief, because to be 
is to be-live it-as Spare aptly expresses it. It is void of necessity to become anything else, 
for it is all things all the time and can only and always be itself. If we can realize this we 


7 From an unpublished manuscript, Formula of the Witches' Sabbath as first told me by a Witch, by A.O.S. 
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shall not fall into the error of conceptual thought, which con stantly breeds other thoughts 
with which we temporarily iden tify ourselves: the Buddhist cycle of birth, death and 
rebirth. 


In a few words, Spare states the crux of the doctrine: "By hindering belief and semen 
from conception, they become simple and cosmic." Only when desire has become cosmic 
can the total ecstasy, which characterizes Kia, dawn in the individual con sciousness, 
because it is then no longer limited or personalized consciousness, but cosmic in scope 
and free to enjoy itself eternally. 


In other words, one must enlarge belief or desire until it embraces all things; Spare urges 
us to will "insatiety of desire, brave self-indulgence and primaeval sexualism",~ for belief 
freed from conception merges desire with the Infinite, creates a unity of Self-Knowing 
(which is also supreme Self-Love) and tran scends the two poles of objectivity and 
subjectivity, discovering in between the two, the Real Self Kia, the Atmospheric "I". 


After the Oath which constitutes the fifth stage of the evo cation, the refrain changes 
from "We evoke Thee!" to a demand to the hidden Watcher to "Give us the flesh!" The 
petition is for the material medium whereby the desire will actually substantiate itself 


From certain historical accounts of Witchcraft we learn that the roasted flesh of children 
and animals was sometimes sacrificed to the infernal powers as a sacrifice potent to 
achieve realization of the desires of the celebrants at the Sabbath. The literal performance 
of this sacrifice was a degeneration of the original magical act of transubstantiation 
effected by the sorcerer when he "sacrificed" the child of his loins, i.e. when he 
consumed or burnt up his sigillized wish in the fire of forgetfulness. 


The next stage of the rite evokes the "quadriga sexualis" (the four horsemen or powers 
of sex) which adumbrates the various mystical attitudes (forms of congress, postures) 
employed at the Sabbath. Although these are numerous, there are four main kinds. 
Firstly, the gesture of constant congress; secondly, the 


8 The Focus of Life, by Austin O.Spare. The Morland Press, London, 1921. 


gesture of abstract creating (a masturbatory gesture) involving the Hand, the Eye, and the 
Atmosphere; thirdly, the gesture of simulation or astral reflection, symbolized by the 
Formula of the Divine Ape; and, four thly, the gesture typical of the Witch Cult which 
involves the sod omitical use of the female organism. 


Comparisons with Crowley's Cult of Sexual Magick will spring to mind, but Spare 
elaborates these four great gestures as follows: 


In the first instance he interprets "constant congress" as the perpetual interplay of the 
Will (symbolized by the Hand) and the Imagination (symbolized by the Eye), for it is 
Will and imagination that cause things to appear. The Tibetan Yab-yum is the Oriental 
mode of representing this constant interplay of the active and passive potencies. The 
gesture of constant congress, therefore, resumes the prime function of the Sabbatic Rite, 
which is "ex-creation", or evolving from our "innerness" through living contact with "all 
otherness"-typified by the world without. 


The second gesture-that of abstract creating-is performed by a special kind of mantric 
vibration, and the Mouth is the symbol of the magical implement which performs it. 
Reverber ant evocation, prayer, adoration through song, incantation or mantra, conveys 
the energy of desire by tonal nuance to the necessary stratuni of the subconsciousness. 
The technique of making the utterance effective, of resounding the depths of cosmic 
memory and making the "sacred alignments" is a major arcanum of the Zos Kia Gultus. 
"What sounds the depths and conjoins Will and Belief? Some inarticulate hieroglyph, or 
sigil, wrought from nascent Desire and rhythmed by unbounded Ego."” 


The second gesture therefore resumes the formulation of the Great Wish on the astral 
plane, prior to its "excreation", projection, and subsequent embodiment. 


The third gesture of the quadriga sexualis", the concept of simulation, reveals the means 
of reifying the Great Wish. The 


9 From The Grimoire of Zos. 
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archetype of all such simulatory techniques is the state of total vacuity which Spare 
named the Death Posture. By feint, the means of reification is concentrated through a 
simulation of death or annihilation. This posture is explained in the next chapter. 


The fourth and final gesture, that of re-organization, re arrangement, or "abortive 
congress", implies a magical fori~ula deriving from the ancient Draconian Cults of 
Egypt. Either Moon Magic is implied, or the Formula of Gomorrali, both of which appear 
in the Crowley Cult as aspects of the IX° and XI° , O.T.O., respectively. The re- 
organization of magical power within the human organism involves a consolidation of the 
reified wish until it exhausts itself through "non-necessity". Hence the gesture of the 
"quadriga sexualis" impregnates the glamour already projected on to the astral plane, 
endowing it with the energy of the sorcerer himself so that it becomes a living entity, 
capable of reverberant copulations through "increative" congress. 


Spare explains the Sabbath as an inverse-reversion for self-seduction; an undoing for a 
divertive conation. Sex is used as the technique and medium of a magical act. It is not 
only erotic satisfaction; the sensualist is made detached, controlled, until later and final 
sublimation. His whole training is designed to render him submissive and obedient [to the 
Witch] until he can control, transmute, and direct his magical energy wherever desired, 
by cold and amoral passion."”2 


Following upon the appeal to the "quadrga sexualis" are the words "Give us unvarying 
desire!" Desire, without variation of any kind, undifferentiated and undifferentiating, 
leads to the consummation of an unvarying bliss which is free from all concept, and 
therefore habitually infinite. "Ecstasy is our out- span, touching reality a potent 
generative instant; its surplus may be used abstractly [i.e. by mantric vibration; see the 
Second Gesture] to incarnate another wish," and so on, endlessly. This is what is meant 
by "reverberant evocation". 


10 From an unpublished manusript entitled The Zoetic Grimoire of Zos. 


The seventh stage of the rite concerns "the conquest of fatigue" which is essential to 
effective Sabbatic functioning; it is (or should be) sustained somatic, cerebral and 
psych~magical energy insuring intense ecstasy when the Great Exhaustion makes 
possible the voidness necessary to the projection of the sigil; the voidness that is the 
chalice containing the Great Wish. This recalls Crowley's innumerable sex-magical 


operations for "Sex- Force and Attraction"."1 


The penultimate petition, "Give us eternal resurgence", is a plea for the constant return of 
the primaevally remembered rapture, until a continuum of bliss is established wherein the 
Kia is seen, felt, and known to be the background of all possibility, the source of creation 
and the aim of all pleasure. It is the doctrine of atavistic resurgence. 


The Sabbatic prayer concludes with an invocation of "the most sacred Word-graph of 
Heaven". The Word-graph of Heaven is a glyph of the Goddess, and it conceals the true 
purpose of the Sabbath. It is a secret glyph of Zos Kia Cultus; it invokes the Goddess, 


whereas the preceding stages of the rite evoked Her. Invocation is a call to the Spirit to 
appear subjec tively; evocation is a calling forth of the Spirit to objective appearance. The 
hidden Rehctaw is evoked to visible mani festation "by the power of meanings arising 
from these forms I make". 


According to Spare, the witch presiding at the Sabbatic rite is "usually old, grotesque, 
worldly, and libidinously learned; and is as sexually attractive as a corpse. Yet she 
becomes the supreme vehicle of consummation. This is necessary for the transmutation 
of the sorcerer's personal aesthetic culture, which is thereby destroyed. Perversion is used 
to overcome moral prejudice or conformity. By persistence, the mind and desire become 
amoral, focused, and entirely acceptive, and the life-force of the Id (the Great Desire) is 
free of inhibitions prior to final control. 


11 See The Magical Record of the Beast 666, edited by John Symonds and Kenneth Grant. 
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"Thus, ultimately, the Sabbath becomes a deliberate sex orgy for the purpose of 
exteriorization, thus giving reality to the autistic thought by transference. Sex is for full 
use, and he who injures none, himself does not injure." 


Spare believed that the personal aesthetic culture (that is, the individual's idea of what 
constitutes beauty and ugliness) when exalted as the criterion of value in itself has 
destroyed more affective affinity than any other "belief". "But he who trans mutes the 
traditionally ugly into another aesthetic value has new pleasures beyond fear." 


In Liber Aleph, Crowley enunciated a similar thesis. The magical ecstasy liberated by 
union with grotesque or hideous images usually associated with aversion, repulsion, or 
horror, is super-abundant compared with that released by the union of (usually accepted) 
opposites. One is reminded of Salvador Dali's observation that the wished-for treasure 
islands may lie precisely in those images of horror and dread that are nattirally repellent 
to the conscious mind. Such a transformation of values, a' rebours, improves health and 
leads to self-control, tolerance, understand ing and compassion. Not only an adjunct to 
the rite, it accelerates the fulfilment of the Great Desire. 


"Nothing is attained merely by ‘wanting’; epistemology, even eschatology will not help, 
not*Gods; but-spake Zos-the 'as if simulations have been prolific as objective realities. 
Sublimation of all 'reason' to the ‘blind’ life-force is the whole ofwisdom."“ 


Spare's drawings were always inspired by the New Aesthetic, the New Sexuality. They 
amount almost to masturbation in line; the line coils and curls upon itself and mounts the 
steep incline of ecstasy as the amazing sigils are woven into a complex web of dream. To 
follow closely the line of some of his Sabbatic drawings is to leave earth and dive 
obliquely between those spaces that Lovecraft celebrated in his nightmare tales. Such 
drawings are themselves the gateway to the Sabbath; one is drawn into a vortex and 
whirled down the funnel of con sciousness which explodes into unknown worlds. Spare 


would not reveal the magical graphs that unsealed the cells of these eldritch dimensions. 


12 From The Grimoie of Zos. 


Of the Sabbath itself he said that it was always secret, com munal and periodic; a 
concentrated consummation for unlimited wish-fulfilment: 


"The hyper-eroticism induced by this grand scale hysteria or saturnalia has no essentially 
sado-masochistic basis; simulation can and often does replace it. Before the ceremony, 
each parti cipant plays his or her allotted part which usually develops into chaotic 
promiscuity. The initiates are trained in their parts indi vidually; they play a passive réle, 
while the witches take the active part; thus the symbolic levitation by besom handle. 


"There is a secret meeting-place and an elaborate ceremony which is an extensive 
hypnotic to overwhelm all psychological resistances; thus, the sense of smell, hearing and 
sight are seduced by incense, mantric incantation and ritual, while taste and touch are 
made more sensitive by the stimuli of wine and oral sexual acts. After total sexual 
satiation by every conceivable means, an affectivity becomes, an exteriorized 
hallucination of the pre determined wish which is magical in its reality. No one can say 
whether certain things happen or not; each individual may have very different and 
equally vivid experiences; but some form of levitation seems common to all. My own 
experience of many Sabbaths is that there is consummate exteriorization [of latent 
potencies] and that subsequent memories are of reality. 


"All excessively sadistic acts are mainly symbolized by the witches, and what simulation 
there is follows closely the patterns of all erotic love rites. The whole ceremony is based 
mainly on an inversion of orthodox religious services. 


In another writing (also unpublished), Spare declared that "Sorcery is a deliberate act of 
causing metamorphoses by the employment of elementals. It forges a link with the 
powers of middle nature,/= or the ether, the astrals of great trees and of animals of every 
kind. Will is our medium, Belief is the vehicle,and Desire is the force combining with the 
elemental. Crypto grams are our talismans and protectors. 


13 i.e. The astral plane, between the spiritual and physical realms. 
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The will, or nervous energy, must be suppressed in order to create tension, and released 
only at the psychological moment. "At that time, gaze into and beyond the immediate 
vista, into the Aeon-the spaciousness beyond your meannesses, beyond your borrowed 
precepts, dogmas and beliefs-until you vibrate in spacious unity. Indraw your breath until 
the body quivers and then give a mighty suspiration, releasing all your nervous energy 
into the focal point of your wish; and as your urgent desire merges into the ever present 
procreative sea, you will feel a tremendous insurge, a self-transformation. And the Devil 
himself shall not prevent your will materializing." 


12 
The Death Posture and the New Sexuality 


FROM the earliest times; from the mystical mummy cult of ancient Egypt to the ritual 
assumption of God forms as practised in the Golden Dawn when the Chief Adept sininla 
ted the r6le of Christian Rosencreutz and lay in the pastos, ready to resurrect, the concept 
of death has been inextricably linked with that of sex. 


The illustration entitled The Death Posture, which forms the frontispiece to The Book of 
Pleasure, contains, in an allegorical form, the whole doctrine of the New Sexuality. 


The figure of Zos’ is seated at a circular table strewn with strange images. His right hand 
is pressed to his face, sealing the mouth and hindering the flow of breath (life-force) to 
and from the nostrils; his eyes stare with fixed intensity at YOU-the witness. With his left 
hand he writes the mystic characters which embody his desires in sigil form. The identity 
of hand and serpent (i.e. phallus) is here made patent. About him are the innumerable 
images of past desires concealed in figures human and bestial, elemental and fey, some 
transfixed with the metal of hate, some exalted to his right hand to the place of love, 
some in attitudes of gaiety, contemplation and seductive surrender, 


1 The name Zos is not only the magical name of Austtn Spare, for in The Book ofPfeasure, he writes: "The 
body considered as a whole I call Zos." 
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another glows - an mscrutable mask of inward ecstasy, transcend ing duality in a mode of 
pleasure which baffles the understand ing. Before Zos, above him, and to his left side, are 
the winged skulls of the dead. The skull~mblema tic of death-is promin endy featured, 
buried in his thick tousled hair. Thus, death dominates thought, or, more precisely, all 
thought is dead, utterly abolished, and a compelling intensity of voidness streams from 
the eyes which regard one hypnotically; and, under the eyes, the hand supports the head 
as a pedestal supports a chalice. 


The two magical implements-the Eye and the Hand-are here made subject to death; they 
have accomplished their unified task and found apotheosis in annihilation. No breath 
(life- principle, prana) stirs the immobile shapes around them. A state of suspended 
activity is implied, a suspension which simulates Death (ThNE). Death or thané is the 
motto of Zos, whose full magical motto was Zos vel Thanatos. He says, in Earth Inferno 
(1905); "Death is All." 


All the religions and magical cults of antiquity laid emphasis upon the idea of death, 
which was interpreted as a birth on to another plane of existence. The tomb and the 
womb were interchangeable terms denoting the comings and goings of the ego at various 
levels, for the purpose of enacting the laws of karma decreed by destiny. Death is "the 
coming forth of the suppressed; the becoming by going; the great chance: an adven ture 
in Will that translates into body". This is the key to the Death Posture, really an 


imposture, a simulation of death for the purpose of allowing the suppressed dream to 
emerge and trans late into body. 


But the Death Posture is more than a ritual simulation of death, just as in the supreme 
rite of Masonry there is (or should be) a true resurrection born of the imitated resurrection 
rehearsed for the purpose of externalizing the interior truth. 


In the Alphabet of Sentient (a which Spare devised to form the basis of his 


"kh Desire, the sign a symbolizes the Ego, the principle of duality, 


while symbolizes the Death 


Posture, the dissolution of duality in the formless state of Absolute Consciousness. 


The "preliminary sensation" of the Death Posture (see The Book of Pleasure) is a fine 
example of Spare's ability of "visualiz ing sensation". The figure is hunched upon itself in 
a concen tration of inner awareness and bliss, and the six-rayed Star of Will blazes at its 
heart; the right hand clasps an invisible weapon. The hand symbolizes the Creative Will, 
and the Eyes, which symbolize both desire and imagination, are closed or covered. It is 
easy to interpret the picture as meaning intense power locked within the body, pending its 
explosive outpouring in any desired form. 


It is at the junction between life and death, between the active current of Will and the 
passive current of Imagination-the junction of Hand and Eye-that the concept of the New 
Sexuality is born. A full understanding of the Death Posture leads to a full understanding 
of the primal, unmodified and "new" (because ever fresh) sexuality. 


Spare describes the Death Posture as "a simulation of death by the utter negation of 
thought, i.e. the prevention of desire from belief, and the functioning of all consciousness 
through the sexuality". 


"By the Death Posture the body is allowed to manifest spon taneously and is arbitrary and 
impervious to action. Only he who is unconscious of his actions has courage beyond 
good and evil, and is pure in this wisdom of sound sleep."* 


In order to assume this posture successfully it is necessary to have re-membered that 
remote layer of subconscious memory where knowledge reverts to instinct and becomes 
law. At this moment, which is the moment of generation of the Great Wish, inspiration 
flows from the source of sex, from the primordial Goddess who exists at the heart of 
matter. "Inspiration is always 

at a void moment, and most great discoveries are accidental, 


2 The Focus of Life 1921. 
3 Ibid. 
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usually brought about by exhaustion of the mind":' i.e. when conscious "knowledge" has 
been discarded and pure instinctive awareness has taken its place. 


The Death Posture is the summing up of the four major gestures which constitutes the 
magic spells of Zos. Will, Desire, and Belief, are a threefold unity capable of stirring the 
subcon sciousness and forcing it to yield its content. This varies accord ing to the nature 
of the desire and the amount of "free" belief which the sigil contains. 


Methods of energizing belief vary, but imagination suggests the best means. In other 
words, be spontaneous, do not make it a matter for thought. To reify the dream or wish, 
Spare employs the hand and the eye. The intense nostalgia reaches backwards into remote 
"awayness", and vivid wishftilness craves impact with "all otherness"-the Self with the 
not-Self-so that a long-forgotten familiar spirit arises and obsesses the conscious mind; 
then, and then only, the ancient experience is re-lived and takes on flesh. 


The embodiment of resurrected selves, evoked by the yearning to know them once more, 
appears actual, luminous to the eye and tactual to the hand. In this manner is the body 
resurrected, not as a misty dream, but palpable to all-feeling touch and perceptible to all- 
seeing vision. "Out of the Past cometh this new thing." 


The resurrection of the body is always occurring, even in everyday life, but it is an 
involuntary resurrection, usually mis timed and therefore unwanted. By use of the auto 
telic theurgy of Zos it is possible to live all lies and incarnate all dreams, now, at once. In 
the Zoetic Grimoire of Zos, Spare makes it plain that "identity is an obsession, a 
composite of personalities, all counter feiting each other; a faveola ted ego, a resurging 
catacomb where the phantomesque demiurgoses seek in us their reality". 


Through the Death Posture our thisness is realized as identical with the thatness of so- 
called others; a quality that is really no-quality, partaking as it does of neither this nor 
that. And with 


4 The Book Book ofPleasure, 1913. 


the apprehension of Kia (Self) as Neither-Neither, is born the new aesthetic or sexual 
sense, which is our thisness in a new dimension, and the source of all thatness that we 
constantly project as female bodies. 


This introduces a weird concept of sexuality which Spare used as the basis of his 
theurgy. All women are seen as forms of our desire; they are desire sgilhzed, and because 
of the conditioned quality of our belief, they are conditioned and subject to change, 
appearing to us as "all otherness" desiring union with our thisness. "Fortunate is he who 
absorbs his female bodies-ever projecting-for he acquires the extent of his body." ° 


Spare does not limit the meaning of the word "body" to the fleshly body; if this were the 
case there would be no sense in his declaring "Death is All", and in glorifying the 


simulation of a condition which writes finis to the physical organism. The phrase, "the 
extent of his body", involves a state of sentience of which the physical organism is but a 
single reification and resurrection. Spare's ultimate doctrine implies the unification of 
sensation on all planes simultaneously, so that the ego may be fully aware of its myriad 
entities and identities in a "now" and a "here" that is everlasting. This is what is meant by 
"acquiring the extent of his body". 


In the Grimoire he says: "We are never fully aware of things except by the influx of 
sexual will awakening us", and the Death Posture concentrates all the senses and turns 
them back into the primal sense-the sexual-which infuses the body with total awareness 
on all planes at once. Without knowledge of how to assume the Death Posture "entity 
exists in many units simultan eously, without consciousness of Ego as one flesh. What 
greater misery than this?" 


In the same book, Spare asks: "For what reason is this loss of memory by these 
bewildering refracrions of my original image- that I once made?" The Death Posture 
contains the answer for, by uniting vital belief (i.e. organic desire) and dynamic will, the 
"extent of his body" is acquired. 


5 TheFocus of Life. 
6 Ibid. 
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Ecstasy, perfect Self-love, attains its apotheosis in the Death Posture, for "when ecstasy 
is transcended by ecstasy, the '1' becomes atmospheric and there is no place for sensuous 


objects to conceive differently and react" 2 


And so we arrive full circle at the hindrance to conception which is the basis of Zos Kia 
Cultus, and which is implied by the sigillization of desire in a figure bearing no pictorial 
resemblance to the nature of the desire. 


In order to escape from the cycle of rebirth we must break free from the transmigratory 
cycle of belief for we cannot believe in any one thing for any length of time. Therefore, 
by assiduously emptying the belief of its charge and by directing the newly released 
energy towards a non-necessitousness and non- reactionary Self-love the individual 
negates karma® and attains to the realm of Kia (the Atmospheric "I"). True Self control is 
achieved "by leaving things to work out their own salvation. Directly we interfere we 
become identified and subject to their desire."” 


This doctrine resembles, though it is not identical with, the philosophy of Advaita 
Vedanta or non-duality. Spare sums up with the words: 


"So long as the notion remains that there is compulsory bondage in the world, or even in 
dreams, there is such bondage. Remove the conception of Freedom and Bondage in any 
world or state, by meditation on Freedom in Freedom by the Neither N either.""? And he 
adds: "There is no crucifixion." 


In order therefore to appreciate the idea of the New Sexuality it is necessary that the mind 
be merged with the Kia, and that there exist no stresses (i.e. thoughts) in consciousness, 
for 


7 The Book of Pleasure, 1913 

8 Cause and effect. 

9 Ibid. 

10 Ibid. The Neither-Neither is the Neti-Neti (Not-this Not-that) of the Vedantins. 


thoughts modify consciousness and create the absurd illusion of an individual owner of 
consciousness. 


The concept of the Universal Woman,"' She with whom Zos strayed into the path direct" 
is both the inceptor and preceptor of the New Sexuality which transcends duality. She is 
the glyph of perfect polarity which cancels out to Nought. In Crowley's Cult she is Nuit, 
of whom 0=2 is the mystical formula.“ 


Absolute Consciousness (Kia, the Self), like infinite Space (Nuit), is without a boundary; 
it is the plenum-void, formless and unlocatable; to all intents and purposes-nothing at all, 
except that it is the sole Reality! 


In the deepest recesses of the subconscious this reality resembles lightning, or a flashing 
shaft of intense brilliance. It is the hieroglyph of potential desire, ever ready to leap into 
form and become "the actualization of our late God", i.e. the embodiment of our latest 
belief 


This primal desire, this "new" or ageless sexuality, is the one sense of all the senses that 
is real. It is the one constant factor in our changefulness. The more this sense can be 
extended to embrace everything, the more the Self can realize itself under stand itself 
know itself and finally be itself wholly, perpetually and non-necessitously. "The new law 
shall be the arcana of the mystic unbalanced 'Does not matter-need not be'; there is no 
necessitation, 'please yourself is its creed (the Belief ever striving for denial is kept free 
by retention in this state)."“ 


This is very reminiscent of Crowley's creed of Do What Thou Wilt, but there is a 
difference. As the Negative Path of Taoism is to the Positive Path of traditional 
Hinduism, so is this creed of Self-Love and Zos-Kia to that of Thelema and Love under 
Will. 


For Spare, woman symbolizes the desire to unite with "all otherness" as Self not the 
individual manifestations of woman, but the primitive woman of which or of whom 
mortal women are refracted images. 


11 See Earth Inferno, 1905, first drawing. 
12 See Chapter I. 
13 The Book of Pleasure. 
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Call this inconceivable concept sex, desire, emotion; or per sonify it as The Goddess, the 
Witch, the Primitive Woman, she is the cypher of all inbetweenness, the elusive ecstasy 
of the lightning pathway that Zos called "the precarious funambu latory way". To adore 
her is not achieved by imprisoning her in an ephenieral form and limiting her to this or 
that, but by transcending the thisness and the thatness of all things and experiencing her 
in the unity of Self-love. 


Spare did not embody her arbitrarily as Astarte, Isis, Cybele, or Nuit (though he often 
drew her in these god forms), for to limit her is to turn aside from the path and idealize 
the idol which is false because partial, unreal because non-eternal. "The possessive 
personalize, idolize love, and so the morbid awakening a 


The use of such idols is permissible, even desirable, for the purpose of storing free belief 
during an inactive or non-creative period, when energy is not required. But the main 
objection to the continued use of idols is that "the familiar induces fatigue; fatigue 
induces indifference; let nothing be seen in such a man ner; let seeing be as vision-every 
sight a revelation. Fatigue disappears when this is the constant attitude,""* i.e. when the 


image is always new, and the sexuality, therefore, always stimulated afresh. 


By not permitting free belief to be locked in a particular god form, the impact of sight as 
revelation is easily inculcated and sterility abolished. It is one of Spare's fundamental 
maxims that "the familiar is always sterile",““ one cannot breed from familiar images. 
Familiarity leads to devitalization, laziness, and conven tional attitudes-the easy way out 
of difficulties. "Let me over come this cursed fatigue and I will become a God."4 


The mind must be trained to see ever freshly, and Spare's forniula for achieving this is to 
"provoke consciousness in touch, ecstasy in vision... Let thy highest virtue be Insatiety of 
desire, brave self-indulgence and primaeval sexualism." 


14 The Grimoire of Zos 


The key to primaeval sexualism, or the New Sexuality, is given in The Focuts of Life 
where Zos exclaims: "Dispense with all means to an end." It is the path of Immediacy as 
against the procrastination of reality in an un-energized "as if" simulation: 


"Do it now, not eventually... for desire except by the act shall in nowise obtain." a 


And, again: "Realization is not by the mere utterance of the words 'I am I’, nor by self- 
abuse, but by the living act." Self-abuse is here used as synonymous with simulation; do 
not pretend to be "I", be the Self absolutely, wholly and in reality, now. 


This is the theurgy of making the Word flesh. In The Book of Pleasure, he asks: "Why 
assume ceremonial robes and masks, and simulate attitudes of the Gods 2/6 Most 
emphatically, there is no need for repetition or feeble imitation. You are alive!" This is 
the reason for his rebuking magicians and those who merely "rehearse" reality, while 


mocking the very vitality they embody, and desire, by a simulation which in itself denies 
it! 


Spare claims that magic merely rnins the reality by positing a moment, even, when the 
Self is not real and vital, when it is not all things, or, rather, when the power of becoming 
all things is not inherent in it. People "praise ceremonial magic and are supposed to suffer 
much ecstasy! Our asylums are crowded and the stage is over-run. Is it by symbolizing 
that we become the symbolized? Were I to crown myself King, should I be King? Rather 
should I be an object of disgust or pity." 


These teachings, evolved by Spare before the First World War, are very close to the 
doctrines of the Sudden School of Ch'an Buddhism, the texts of which have only recently 
been made generally available. 


15 The Anathema of Zos, 1927. 

16 This is, no doubt, a direct criticism by Spare of the ceremonial techniques and the assumption of god 
forms practised in the Golden Dawn, of which he was a member in 1910. His motto was Yihoveaum. 

17 The Book of Pleasure. 
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To dispense with all means to an end is simply said, but not so simply done. A full 
development of the aesthetic sense is required, for without it it is not even possible to 
accept the doctrine of the New Sexuality, either intellectually or symboli cally. It may be 
done by saturating the body-mind complex in the subtle effluvia of Zos Kia Cultus, by 
following the thread of Spare's work into the deep and dimly illumined cells of the 
subconsciousness; by acquiring an ultra-sensitive awareness to events and things, as 
being not different from the Self. Spare understands all Nature (the oijective universe) as 
the sum of our past, symbolized, crystallized apparently outside ourselves. The potential, 
alone, at the lightning-swift instant of its transudation is to be seized and be-lived (1.e. 
believed) in an ecstatic immediacy, for "when ecstasy is transcended by ecstasy, the 'T' 
becomes atmospheric and there is no place for sensuous objects to conceive differently .. 


But one cannot locate the Supreme Belief in Nature, because as soon as the Word has 
been uttered, the reality is of the past, is no longer reality now, can but live in resurrection 
when re utterance makes it flesh; it is neither what is uttered nor he who utters, nor is it 
the utterance, but a vague and subtle inbetweenness concept that renders reality at the 
split-second of its actual transudation. "There is no spoken truth that is not past-more 
wisely forgotten."® 


In the Grimoire, he says: "The fractional second is the path I would open..." This path 
and the path of lightning-swift assimilation are synonymous terms describing an 
indescribable state which is conceptless-the Neither-Neither, Self-love, Kia, or the New 
Sexuality. 


Spare's art is not widely known, nor has it received the appreciation it deserves, and his 
intensely personal system of sorcery has not yet woven its way into the structure of 
present- day occultism. There are signs, however, that it will not be long before the "as if" 


simulations and the "as now ecstasies give a powerful impetus to the magical current of 
the New Acon, for if anyone sensed and interpreted this current right at its inception it 
was certainly Austin Osman Spare. 


18 The Anathema of Zos, 1927. 


13 
Conclusion 


AS should now be apparent, the "new" current is incalculably ancient; so ancient that the 
further back we go, the older it seems to grow. 


Whether Crowley restored the Sumerian Tradition, the more ancient Draconian Current, 
or even the nameless Cult that is said to have existed in the pre-aeonic gulfs of Time, 
remains to be seen. We stand on the threshold of several cycles, the least of which-a 
matter of 2,000 years-is merely preparatory to the vast Phoenix Cycle upon which we are 
newly embarked. 


Dion Fortune has drawn attention’ to the positions of certain constellations which 
approximate alarmingly to those that il lumined the skies in the last days of Atlantis. This 
may be so, I am not sufliciently versed in Sabean lore to make any comment; what does 
emphatically suggest itself as similar to the ancient situation-if only of 2,000 years ago-is 
the universal dread and uncertainty, that is yet vibrant with a strange expectancy. 


It must not be supposed that the few exponents of New Aeon Magick discussed in this 
book represent all the exponents. They have been selected as representative, with the 
exception of Aleister Crowley who appears to have fulfilled a unique rdéle in the 
transmission of the Current itself. 


Much that pertains to the personality of Crowley I have omitted as being irrelevant in'a 
study of this kind. He has himself 


1 See The Cosmic Doctrine, Part I, Section 16. 
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described in his Confessions his struggle against accepting the Current, with all that it 
implies. I have concerned myself with Crowley only in so far as he is identified with 
Aiwaz in the peculiar sense we have come to regard as typical of the Current that 
Crowley represented. 


The Work that lies ahead may be described symbolically as the marriage of the Beast 
and the Woman, the formula of which I have attempted to explain. Its hieroglyph is the 
Eleventh Key of the Book of Thoth. In the union of electrochemical and stellar vibrations 
represented by Babalon and the Beast, lies the key to the next stage in the advancement 


of evolution upon this planet. It will be achieved by a willed congress with extra- 
terrestrial entities of which, in a sense, Aiwaz is the immediate messenger to humanity. 


According to Crowley, Aiwaz is "a messenger from the forces ruling this earth at 
present", forces "of a kind superior to any of the human race . Aiwaz is therefore the type 
of extra-terrestrial Intelligence such as we may expect to come mto conscious contact 
with, as the aeon develops. To the question. "What are the forces ruling this planet?" we 
can but reply that according to The Book of the Law this knowledge seems to be reserved 
for the knowers of Nuit alone. These shall be "few and secret" and they shall "rule the 
many and the known". To what end, or in what manner, will become apparent as the 
Kingdom of Ra-Hoor Khuit takes root. The swiftness and ease of the process will depend 
upon humanity's willingness to co-operate with the New Current and the powers that 
embody it. 


We are on the threshold of profound and far-reaching change. The Aeon of Horns is the 
Aeon of Magick, which is Change; but unlike all previous changes in the history of the 
race this Change will be of cosmic magnitude and it will occur in conformity with will, 
or, alternatively, it will terminate abruptly in chaos and disaster. Those who will 
courageously, without reference to the limitations of human consciousness, are the true 
"worshippers" of Nuit and will partake in the Vision of Infinity. 


It is often in the simple things that great truths lie, concealed from common view by our 
inability to comprehend their vast significance. Take for example the Ritual of the 
Pentagram, which neophytes of every arcane cult in the West practise daily. It concerns 
the four cardinal points East, South, West and North, in that order. As he 
circumambulates his Circle, the Magician invokes the Powers at each point in turn. The 
Four Elements are attributed to the Points: Earth, Fire, Water and Air respectively, and 
the Hebrew God-Names are usually vibrated when the appropriate pentagram is 
formulated in each Quarter. 


Crowley illumined and exalted this simple yet radiant rite to a cosmic formula, merely 
by interpreting it in terms of New Aeon potencies. To the E ast, the place of the rising 
Power, he attributes the Phallus (the Beast) , which represents the active terrestrial 
currents as they impregnate the earth. This activity stirs the sleeping Fire of the infernal 
regions (the subconsciousness) in the South, the abode of Set or Teth, and the phallic 
lion-serpents are set in motion. These are the electro-magnetic lightnings that permeate 
Space; they are concentrated symbolically in the sphere of Sirius, the Sun in the South. 
The terrestrial and celestial vibrations are fused and polarized by Babalon (the Dragon of 
the Western Deep), to be transmitted by her, and later trausformed into regenerate Man, 
represented in the North by the Eleventh Sign of the Zodiac (Aquarius) whose elemental 
attribute is Air or Space. Through regenerated Man flows the influence of Nuit - the sky- 
goddess - a symbol of the cosmic energies of Infinite Space. 


In this simple circular process-more properly spiral, for it includes Height and Depth” -iS 
contained the entire formula of Magick in its new and cosmic mode. With very slight 


variation, the formula can be made the engine for invoking those extra terrestrial energies 
with which Crowley had intermittent inter course. 


He knew that each individual had to work out this formula in his own life and that those 
who performed the rites with "love 

See Liber V vel Reguli, the "Ritual of the Mark of the Beast: an incantation proper to 
invoke the Energies of the Aeon of Horus", 


2 See Liber V vel Reguli, the "Ritual of the Mark of the Beast: an incantation proper to invoke the Energies 
of the Aeon of Horus" Magick, pp.331-44. 
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under will" would ultimately establish contact with the 93 Current, thus making himself a 
channel for the Forces that, having moulded the astral substance of our planet, are now 
preparing to permeate the etheric and physical ambience of its atmosphere. 


I have discussed the initial stages of the process and have indicated, asclearly as niay be 
in a book for the general reader, various methods of establishing communications with 
those Forces. An account of the later phases of the process must be reserved for a future 
volume. 
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Glossary 
Gn.: Gnostic term. 
Grk.: Greek 
Heb.: Hebrew 
Skt.: Sanskrit 
Tib.: Tibetan 


A.'.A.'.: Argenteum Astrum (The Silver Star). The Great White Brotherhood (of Adepts). 
The triangle of dots indicates that the Order is a secret society connected with the Ancient 
Mysteries. 


Abrahadabra: The formula of the Great Work (q.v.). Abra is the Sun in the form of a 
ram, Amen; Amen was a title (not a name) of Sebek or Sevekh, the Draconian deity of 
the Typhonians in ancient Egypt. It was the Cult of this deity that the high priest, Ankh-f- 
n-Khonsu revived in the XX VIth Dynasty. Had is the secret name of Sebek-Ra, (who is 
also Shaitan), and the formula of his magick power. The final Abra indicates that he is the 
son of the Mother, and therefore Typhonian.Abrahadabra is not to be confused with 
Abracadabra: See Abrasax. 


Abrasax (Gn.): The Supreme Deity of the Gnostics. The name gave rise to the mediaeval 
protective spell-Abracadabra, mean ing "Hurt me not!" Abraxas is a variant spelling. 


Abyss: Metaphysically considered, the Abyss is the Gulf between the phenomenal and the 
noumenal; the illusory and the real. Magically considered, the Oath of the Abyss means to 
make a willed effort to Cross the Abyss, or transcend the world of subject and object and 
resolve the antinomies of mundane consciousness. 

On the Tree of Life the Supernal Triad of Kether, Chokmah, and Binah, represents the 
Unity in Trituty above the Abyss, where all opposites are reconciled. Crossing the Abyss 
is the most critical stage upon the Spiritual Path. If the crossing is not achieved cleanly, 
insanity-temporary or permanent-results. A person can spend the best part of an 
incarnation being torn to pieces by the unresolved and ir rational elements of his nature. 
Hence the danger of taking the Oath without being adhikari (competent). 


Adhikari (Skt.): The state of being spiritually competent; a condition of preparedness for 
undertaking any form of mystical culture. 


Advaita (Skt.): Lit. Not-two. The Vedantin doctrine of Non-duality, which reveals the 
supreme nature of the Self to be One, not two, or many; 1.e. nothing exists apart from the 
Self (Atman), yet all things are forms assumed by the Self. 


Aeon (Gn.): A Gnostic term for the Supreme Deity; also a cycle of time denoting a period 
of approximately 2,000 years (in the Crowley Cult). The present Aeon is that of Horus, 


which commenced in 1904. It superseded the Aeon of Osiris, which was typified by the 
rise and fall of such religions as Juadaism and Christianity. Previous to that was the Aeon 
of Isis, the Pagan era, many elements of which are reappearing in the present Aeon. 


Agapé (Grk.): Love; particularly in the chemical sense of attraction and repulsion. Its 
number is 93. 


Aiwass: The messenger of a certain unknown extra-terrestrial Intelligence that 
communicated The Book of the Law to Crowley, in Cairo in 1904. The number of Aiwass 
is 418, 


which is also that of Abrahadabra (q.v.), the formula of the Great Work. 


Aiwaz: A variant form of Aiwass. The different spelling yields 93 as the number of 
Aiwaz and therefore shows a slightly differ ent formula. See Agapé, Thelema, etc. 


AL (Heb.): Lit. The Supreme, the Mighty, or "God". It is the technical title of Liber AL 
vel Legis (The Book of the Law) which was delivered to Crowley by Aiwaz in 1904. 


Aleph (Heb.): The first letter of the Hebrew Alphabet; it is shaped like a swastika and 
represents the whirling energy of Creative Force. As a single letter-"A"-its number is One 
(Unity); spelt in full, as Aleph, it becomes iii, the number of a title of Kether, the Highest 
God.It is also the number of Death and Darkness, showing that in a mystical sense Death 
is a formula of Unity. 


Amrit (Skt.): Ambrosia or nectar. In magical terminology, Amrit is the distillation of a 
Kala (q.v.) or Ray, which, when absorbed, inebriates with its divine and bliss-conferring 
flavour. 


Ankh-f-n-Khonsu: The name of a High Priest of Animon-Ra of the XX VIth Dynasty of 
whom Crowley claimed to be a reincarnation. Life (or Energy) of the Moon, is one of its 
meanings. 


Aquarius: The Eleventh Sign of the Zodiac. It is ruled by Saturn, the planetary 
representative of Shaitan, and is of great impor tance in this Aeon because the Age of 
Aquarius, which is said to have commenced on April 8, 1948, runs parallel with the Aeon 
of Horus with which it interacts. 


Atavistic Resurgence: The name of a Magical Formula devised by Austin Osman Spare 
to tap subliminal levels of consciousness in order to re-vitalize dormant superhuman 


powers. 


Atma, Atman (Skt.): The True Self, as opposed to the illusory personality or ego. 


Atma-Vichara (Skt.): Enquiry (vichara) into the nature of the Atma (True Self). The 
highest form of spiritual culture which leads directly to the supreme experience of 
Reality. 


Augoeides (Grk.): The Holy Guardian Angel. Augocides derives from Augos (Grk.), the 
morning light. A term used by Iamblichus in his Dc Mysterus. Bulwer Lytton popularized 
the term in his occult novel, Zanoni, where he interpreted it as meaning The Luminous 
Self or Higher Ego. The Attainment of the Knowledge of the Holy Guardian Angel is the 
foundation of the Training of a Magician, and beside the Crossing of the Abyss 
constitutes the most critical stage in his development. 


Babalon: The name of the Scarlet Woman. The unusual orthography is due to Aiwaz, for 
it is spelt thus in The Book of the Law. The number of the name Babalon is 156 which 
equates it with The City of the Pyramids under the Night of Pan. See Dr. John Dee's Book 
of Enoch (published in part in The Equinox Volume I, nos. 7 & 8). 156 is also the number 
of Zion, the Sacred Mountain of Initiation. 


Baphomet: Crowley's title as Head of the O.T.O. (q.v.). Its meaning is discussed in 
Chapter 3. 


Bast: The Primordial Great Mother of the Egyptians, who "catted", or gave birth, without 
the intervention of the male. She was therefore one of the original types of the 
"immaculate conception" and remains as the type of the earliest Cult that existed before 
the fatherhood was established, either in a mystical or a sociological sense. She was 
represented in Egypt by the image of a Cat or the maneless lion, i.e. the solar force in its 
lunar phase. See Sekhet. 


Beast, The: At an early age, Crowley identified himself with The Beast 666 (The Master 
Therion), and Aiwaz corifirmed his intuitive identification with this Power in The Book of 
the Law. The word "beast" has an etymological affinity with Bast (q.v.) and Besz (q.v.) 


Bennu Bird: The mythical "bird of return" used as the type of various cycles of time 
which vary according to specific astron omical references. See under Phoenix. 


Besz: Lit. "the transformer". An early form of the Beast. This word, Besz, may supply the 
etymological source of the name Aiwaz. (See Chapter 3, p. 57) 


Bhavani: A form of Kali, the Hindu Goddess of Time. 


Binah (Heb.): The third Sephira of the Tree of Life. Binah means "Understanding"; it is 
the first sephira above the Abyss. If Understanding does not illumine the mind, no matter 
how brilliant a man may be,he remains an idiot, academically speaking, compared with 
one who has crossed the Abyss. (See under Abyss for a fuller explanation of this term.) 


Bion: "Vesicles representing transitional stages between non- living and living 
substances." (Wilhelm Reich, The Function of the Orgasm, vol.1. New York, 1942.) 


Caduceus (of Mercury): See under Ob, Od. 


Chakra (Skt.): Wheel, disc, lotus; anything circular that whirls or flowers. It usually 
denotes one of the seven main power-zones in the occult anatomy of man. The chakras 
concentrate occult energies that work through the glands of the endocrine system (See, in 
particular, Chapter 4.) 


Chaos: The primal substance that is, paradoxically, in nowise substantial, out of which 
the illusion of Matter appears to arise. The primordial Matrix. It number is 156. See 
Babalon. 


Chaya (Skt.): Shadow, in the sense of Astral Double. 


Cheth (Heb.): The Eighth letter of the Hebrew Alphabet, whose number-when spelt in 
full-is 418, the number of The Great Work, and Abrahadabra, the Word of the Aeon. 


Chokmah (Heb.): The second Sephira of the Tree of Life. Chok mah means "Wisdom" 
and represents the Sphere of the Stars. It is the first concentration of the influence of Nuit 
(Ain) in the Supernal Triad. In the human organism the Phallus is the instrument or 
vehicle of this influence, hence Chokniah is the Sphere particularly associated with the 
Magus. 


Choronzon: The Demon of Dispersion and Confusion. Its num ber is 333 which is also 
that of Impotence and lack of control, thus identifying these concepts. Dr. Dee described 
this "demon" as quintessentialising the metaphysical antithesis of all that is implied by 
"Magic 


Dakshinamurti (Skt.): Lit. Southward-facing. The title given to the spiritual North Pole- 
the Silent and Unmoving Witness of the Cycles of Existence. 


Death Posture: A magical posture devised by Austin Osman Spare. It renders the senses 
inactive and brings about a total vacuity that can bemade the womb for the birth of any 
desired form. (See Chapter 12.) 


Dhyana (Skt.): Meditation, in the true sense of Thought-free Consciousness. Ch'an, 
Dz'yan and Zen are the Chinese, Senzar and Japanese forms of this word. 


Draco: Identical with Taurt, the Mother of Revolutions. One of theconstellations that 
swing round the North Pole; equivalent to Nuit. The revolution of the Dragon (Draco) 
round the Pole formed the earliest clock ever known. Nuit, as the time - teller and the 
keeper of time that in later mythologies was inter preted in a moral sense in relation to 
feminine periodicity. 


Durga: A form of Kali, the Hindu Goddess of Time. 


Equinox of the Gods: A technical term denoting a Chinge of Aeon when a new influence 
radiates through the stellar girdle (zodiac) of the Cosmos effecting radical changes in 
human and other forms of consciousness. The last Equinox of the Gods occurred in 1904. 


Golden Dawn (The Hermetic Order of the): This Order was founded in1888 and largely 
dominated by S. Liddell MacGregor-Mathers. Crowley, Spare and Fortune were 
members of the G.'.D.'. at various stages of their careers. When the Order failed to 
maintain contact with the Invisible or Secret Chiefs of the Great White Brotherhood, 
Crowley repaired the deficiency and revitalized the Current establishing contact with 
Aiwaz (q.v.), in 1904. Crowley subsequently renamed the Order the A.'.A.'. or Silver 
Star. 


Great Work, The: An alchemical term adopted by Crowley to designate the nature of the 
next stage in the evolution of consciousness, i.e. from mundane to Solar. The formula of 
this Work, according to Crowley, lies in the union of the Microcosm and the Macrocosm 
inthe special nianner indicated by the Word of the Aeon-Abrahadabra, whichis a formula 
of sexual magick. Its number is 418. 


Harpocrates: The Greek form of the Egyptian god, Hoor-paar kraat, the dwarf-god or 
"child" that is the symbol of the present Aeon of Horus.In magical terms Hoor-paar-kraat 
represents the result of the psychosexual formula of love under will; the "child" assumes 
the form impressed upon its mother (Nuit) at the moment ofits conception. 


Holy Guardian Angel, The: See under Augoeides. 


Horus: The Greek form of the name Hern-ra-ha, the Egyptian god who comprises the 
twin forms, Hoor-paar-kraat and Ra-hoor-khuit (q.v.). Heruis the Hero of all ancient 
myths involving a triumphant solardeity, a triumph that is, of the sun over the dragon of 
darkness, Typhon, Draco, Nuit, etc. This victory represents merely the aeonic change of 
types from the Motherhood to the later conception of deity typified by theFatherhood, 
both in mythology and in sociology. Horus is particularly the Winter Sun, and associated 
with the Northern hemisphere as Set, his twin, is the Lord of the South. In their constant 
conflict lies the mystery of Magick and the polarity of mutually antagonistic currents of 
energy. 


Hrumachis: The Greek form of the Egyptian god-name Harmakhu, lit. "Horus of the 
Star". 


lao: The Supreme Deity of the Gnostics. Magically considered, [AO represents the active 
and passive potencies-I and O- united by "A" (Aleph), the whirling energy of magnetic 
power that creates by binding things together. Hence, IAO is a formula of the All- 
Begetter. 


Ibis: The Ibis, heron, hawk, phoenix, swan, goose, peacock, etc., have been used as types 
of the Bird of Return, known in the Egyptian Mysteries as the Bennu Bird. The ibis is 
especially sacred to Thoth, the God of Magick. 


IHVH: The male-female potencies united in a single Name, Jehovah (Jah-Hovah) which 
is unpronounceable because it is unspoken. It is the Silent Word, and its effects are 
manifested through vibration. The number ofJehovah (IHVH) is 26, which is the sum of 
the numbers of the trunk (central column) of the Tree of Life. IHVH also synthesizes the 
Elements, Fire, Water, Air and Earth, in that order. These are energized by Fire (the 
Father), and Water (the Mother), and transmitted through the atmosphere (Air, 
represented by the Son), and manifested in flesh (Earth, represented by the Daughter). 


Kala (Skt. ): Time, a period, essence, emanation, a ray, a star, etc. 


Kali: Lit. Black. The Hindu Goddess of Time and Cycles of Time. She also represents the 
power of Dissolution, cosmic and otherwise, and is therefore equated with Night, 
Darkness, and Death. 


Kamakala (Skt.): Lit. "Desire-ray". 


Kether (Heb.): The first concentration of the Am (Void), repre sented by the first Sephira 
of The Tree of Life. Kether forms the apex of the Supernal Triad, above the Abyss, of 
which the two bases are Chokmah and Binah (q.v.). 


Khabs: An Egyptian word meaning "a star". Magically, the essence of magical power 
which resides in the Khu (q.v.). 


Khem: The ithyphallic form of the god Horus. 


Khepra: The Sun at Midnight represented in the form of a beetl~hea= ded deity. Khepra 
is the Hidden God, or Sun in Amenti, thatillumines the nether regions. Psychologically 
speaking, he is the "god" who brings the subconscious to life, i.e. awakens the dead. 


Khu: The centre, or abode, of Supreme Magical Power. 


Kundalini (Skt. ): The Magical Power in the human organism, represented as a coiled 
serpent sleeping at the base of the spine until awakened by Will (Thelema). 


Lamed (Heb.): The letter Lamed, or "L", plays a vital réle in the symbolism of the New 
Aeon. Together with Aleph (q.v.) it forms the Name of The Book of the Law (AL). The 
influence especiallyassociated with this letter is known as Nu-Isis (a combination of the 
two aspects of Nuit, the Heavenly and Earthly). This influence manifests asa cosmic 
force of which the planetary representative is Venus. 


LAShTAL: A magical formula of supreme importance in the New Acon. It is constructed 
on the same principle as [AO 

(q.v.). LA is Nuit, AL is Hadit (Horus), and ShT is the Astral Light (the god Set), the 
field of the operation of the infinities represented by AL and LA. 


Lilith: In Talmudic lore, Lilith is the first wife of Adam. She represents, in the Mystery 
Schools, the sexual shadow, or si£ccuba, formed of uncontrolled desire. Lilith is a 
vampire force, which, if projected beyond the aura of the magician, can obsess the object 
of its attentions. 


Magick: The peculiar orthography is explained in Chapter I. Crowley used this spelling 
mainly to distinguish the magick of the New Aeon, which is of a directly electro- 
chemical nature, from the ceremonial techniques of the previous Aeon. 


Magister Templi: Master of the Temple. The technical desig nation of a Grade in the 
A.'.A.'., the members of which have successfully "crossed the Abyss". See Abyss. The 
qabalistic notation of this Grade is 8°=3", which indicates the total permeation of the 
Magician's universe(represented by Saturn, 3) by the Hermetic Light (8). 


Magus: The technical designation of a Grade in the A.'.A.'. which is so exalted as to be 
achieved by a few individuals only during the course of an Aeon. Crowley attained the 
Grade in 1918S, and took the motto TheMaster Therion (The Beast 

666). The gabalistic notation of this Grade of Magus is g°=2* which indicates the total 
control of Yesod (the centre of cosmic energy on the Tree of Life) by the Will of the 
Magician. It is the full and perfect attainment of the result of the formula of Love under 
will. 


Mahasattipathana (Skt.): A Buddhist mode of meditation in which the mind is not 
restrained to a single object but is set to observe the flow of thoughts with the purpose of 
locating its source and analysing its nature. 


Malkuth: The tenth and final Sephira of the Tree of Life. It is the Sphere of the Earth and 
represents the densest manifestation of the cosmic current. It is the equivalent of the 
"daughter" in the formula of IHVH (q.v.). It is on the plane of Malkuth that the process of 
"redemption" begins. The formula of this redemption varies with successive aeons. It is 
the purpose of the present book to indicate its mechanism in the New Aeon. 


Mantra (Skt.): A Divine Name or Vibration used in Tan tric Ritual.See Yantra. 


Marma (Skt.): A term used in the tan tras to indicate the site of a power-zone in the 
human body. In the secret science of Sri Vidya such a site is indicated on the Sri Yantra 
at the intersection of three ormore lines. 


Nu-Isis: The combined powers of the celestial and terrestrial Currents as they manifest 
through the dual polarities of sex. Nuit and Isis typify the forces of Spirit and Matter 
respectively. 


Nuit: Infinite Space and the infinite stars thereof In a meta physical sense, Nuit is the 
Continuum of Bliss that results from the resoluton of mundane existence into the 
elements of non-existence. She (Nuit) isrepresented as a human female form arched over 
the earth, as in the Ste'le' of Revealing. In a more specialized and magical sense Nuit is 


the complement of Hadit, the omnipresent point of which she is the infinite 
circumference. She is North, and equates with Horns; he is South, and equates with Set. 


Ob (Heb.): A serpent. A name given to the Astral Light. It is the root ofthe word "obeali" 
(q.v.). See also Od also that of Samael, a form of Shaitan, hence another reason for its 
association in the uninitiated mind with terror and the Great Unknown. 


Phoenix: The symbolic Bird of Return which represented var ious Cy= cles of Time in 
the ancient Traditions. The Phoenix was the constellation in which So this, the Star of 
Set, was the chief star. As a constellatio= n it probably corresponded to that of Cygnus 
and the Eagle (Aquila). Both the Swan and the Eagle were themselves types of the 
Bennu, or Bird of Return. 


Qliphoth (Heb.): The plural form of Qlipha, sometimes written Klippah. The Quphoth is 
the name given to a world or plane of soulless entities that, as such, are not truly living, 
but merely lingering shells of once conscious persons. They are automata suchas those 
that haunt graveyards and se'ance rooms, and the magician is warned against trafficking 
with them in any way. Also of the QIphoth are the more dangerous remnants of once 
highly organized elementals thatdrag out a twilight existence by vampirizing the living. 


Ra-Hoor-Khuit: The Egyptian God of Force and Fire. He is the child of Nuit and Hadit 
and therefore the manifested universe, as Hoor-paar-kraat (his twin) is the hidden 
universe. Ra-Hoor Khuit represents The Crowned and Conquering Child, and as such the 
fulfilment of the Will of the Magician which he brings to birth or manifests. Ra-Hoor- 
Khuit is a form of Horns; he is depicted on the Ste'le' of Revealing throned and crowned; 
his mother, Nuit, arched above him, with Hadit (his father) in the form of a winged globe 
of Light beneath her. 


Sahu: The Egyptian name of the constellation Orion which represents the star-body that 
resurrects in the womb of Nuit, Lady of the Stars. See under Orion. 


Sakti (Skt.): Force or Power, typified as a feminine potency or "goddess" in the 
Draconian Traditions of Egypt and India. The word "sakti" derives from Sekh, which in 
ancient Egypt denoted heat, particularly sexual heat, exemplified by Sekhet or 
Sakhmet,the fierce lioness-headed goddess of the South. 


Samadhi (Skt.): Lit. Together with (sam) the Lord (adhi). There are various degrees of 
Samadhi, the highest of which is Sahaja Samadhi or Thought-free Consciousness. This 
differs from otherforms of Samadhi in that it is not a trance condition at all but the natural 
state of pure Self-realization-the aim of all spiritual culture, Eastern and Western. 


Samekh (Heb.): Lit. a prop or standing stone, the symbol of the god Set. Crowley chose 
Samekh as the name of the holy book containing the ritual of congressus cum daemone, 
which he composed on the basis of a Sumerian Ritual of extreme antiquity. See 
particularly, Chapter I. 


Sammasati (Pali): A Buddhist term meaning Right Recollection in the sense of Right 
Viewpoint. 


Sandhya (Skt.): In the secret science of the Kalas (Kala Vidya), the Sandhya'denotes a 
crossing or intersection of two lines on the Sri Yantra (or Sri Chakra). In orthodox 
Hinduism, the Sandhya refers to the times of dawn and dusk, the junctures or divisions 
between light and darkness. 


Sebek-Hept Devotees of Sebek, the crocodile-headed deity of ancient Egypt. 


Sebek-Ra: The crocodile or dragon-headed deity of the dark dynasties of ancient Egypt. 
See Chapter 3. Ankh-f-n-Khonsu attempted a revival of his Cult in the XX VIth Dynasty, 
but it failed to become generally established. Now, in tbe New Aeon, another break- 
through of the Current has occurred through Aiwaz, who incarnated in The Master 
Therion. 


Sekhet: The lioness-headed goddess of the Egyptians-the twin of Bast, her northern 
counterpart. Sekhet is thus the sakti of the South, and as such, the symbol of the fierce 
summer heat whichbecame the type of sexual heat, pleasure, and strong drink (sakh). The 
sakti of the South is the real-izing power of Horus, i.e. the power of manifestation. This 
explains the verse in The Book of the Law: "Had! the manifestation of Nuit." 


Sephira: Number, emanation, sphere, wheel or chakia. There are ten Sephiroth; each one 
represents both an emanation and a concent= ration of cosmic power, and together they 
constitute the Tree of Life. They are, in order from one to ten, increas ingly dense 
manifestations of Nuit (the Ain) in conjunction with Hadit (the Hidden God). The whole 
schema constitutes the Holy Qabalah which forms-as Dion Fortune observes- the ground 
plan of Western [lluminism. 


Set (or Sut): Lit. Black. Our word "soot" derives from this incalculably ancient name. Set 
was the primordial god of the Egyptians; no earlier exists in the recorded history of the 
present human race. See also Shaitan. 


Sevekh: See Sebek. 


Shaitan: The ancient deity* of the Yezidi, worshipped in Lower Mesopotamia, the source 
of the Sumerian Tradition that Crowley set out to restore. The name Shin tan is a form of 
Set and has many qabalistic meanings,some of which have been dealt with fully in the 
present volume. The namealso conceals the complete formula of Sexual Magick as 
practised by Crowley. The corruption of the name as Satan is the work of those who 
failed to understand the true formula and thus degraded the image. 


Shin (Heb.): The letter of Spirit in the Hebrew Alphabet. Its numerical value is 300. It is 
of great importance in the present Aeon becauseit is attributed to the twentieth Key of the 
Tarot (Book of Thoth). Thiskey-The Aeon-together with Keys O and XI, contains the 
secret formulae of the New Aeon. Their total numeration is XX XI, the number of The 


Bookof the Law and of AL (Hadit) and LA (Nuit). See, in particular, Magick in Theory 
and Practice, p.336 et seq. 


Siddhi (Skt.): Occult power. The person wielding it is known as a Siddha. 


Sirius: The Dog-Star. In the Arcane Tradition, the vast star, Sirius,symbolizes the sun 
behind the sun; i.e. the true father of our Universe.Sirius was the primordial star of all 
time, as the duplicator or renewer (of time cycles). He was known in Egypt as the 
Doubling One, therefore a Creator or reflector of the Image. Sirius, or Set, was the 
original "headless one"-the light of the lower region (the South) who was known (in 
Egypt) as An (the dog), hence Set-an (Satan), Lord of the infernal regions, the place of 
heat, later interpreted in a moral sense as "hell". 


Sothis (Grk.): The Soul (i.e. the star) of Isis. Another name for Sirius, the Dog-star. Set is 
the Star of Isis, thus Venus is transcended in. Sirius in the sense that the "child" surpasses 
the "mother". The Sothiac Cycle was a period of time, like the Phoenix and other cycles. 
In Ancient Egypt Sothis was the Opener of the Year, rising in time to announce the 
inundation of the Nile which brought relief to a sun-stricken land. Hence Sothis was the 
Star of Annunciation. 


Suvasini (Ski.): Lit. Sweet smelling lady. The consecrated maiden specially chosen for 
the secret ritual of the Tantric Chakra (Circle). The Tantric version of the Scarlet Woman. 


Tahuti: Thoth, God of Wisdom and Magic. The Egyptian form of Hermes and Mercury, 
the latter being the planetary representative of Set.Tarot: Lit. a Wheel or Revolution. The 
Book of Thoth, which contains the Keys to the 22 Paths of the Tree of Life as well as 
many other secret cells of the Hermetic Tradition. The pack of cards used for telling 
fortunes and calculating mundane chances of whatever order, is a debasement of the 
original sublime Arcana that occurred when the true keys were lost. They have recently 
been recovered and interpreted according to the Mysteries of the New Aceon, by Aleister 
Crowley. 


Taurt: The Primaeval Mother Goddess worshipped in ancient Egypt inthe form of a 
pregnant hippopotamus. She was represented astronomically by the Great Bear 
constellation (Typhon). Taurt means the Mother of Revolutions, and it is possible that she 
gave her name to the Tarot (q.v.) which is the Book of the Secret Revolutions of the Stars 
and Cosmic Time-Cycles. 


Teth (Heb.): A lion-serpent. The ninth letter of the Hebrew alphabet. It is attributed to the 
solar-phallic deity, Set, Tet, Hadit orThoth, which are all forms of Teth, the special 
formula of which is contained in the eleventh Key of the Book of Thoth; it is entitled 
Lust and exhibits the Scarlet Woman, Babalon, riding upon the seven-headed Beast, her 
chalice exalted. 


Thelema (Grk.): Will. The Word of the Law, as Abrahadabra (q.v.) is the Word of the 
Aeon. The number of Thelema is 93, which is alsothat of Agape the means of the Law's 
fulfilment. 


Thoth: The God Tahuti (q.v.), whose Book contains the Supreme Keys of Magick. 


Tiphareth (Heb.): The Sixth and central Sephira of the Tree of Life. The Sphere of the 
Sun, i.e. the Holy Guardian Angel. Tiphareth means "Beauty". 


Vever: A Voodoo term. The equivalent of the Hindu Yantra (q.v.) 


Voodoo: African Sorcery, particularly that which utilizes the Odic or Vodic current. See 
under Od. 


Yab-Yum (Tib.): The celebrated Tibetan version of Siva-Sakti, the union and polarization 
of the active and passive currents of magical energy symbolized by the Divine Father 
(Yab) and the Divine Mother (Yum). In Hinduism (Tantra), the roles are reversed, the 
female, Sakti, being active, while the male, Siva, is passive. 


Yantra (Skt.): The linear form of a mantra or Divine Name of which the most complete 
example is the famous Sri Yantra (sometimes called Sri Chakra), the diagrammatical 
represen tation of the Primordial Energy (Sakti). The Sri Yantra con stitutes the basis of 
Sri Vidya, the secret science of the Kalas or mystical vibrations that emanate from the 
suvasini chosen to fulfil the role of the Goddess in the Tantric Ritual of the Sri Chakra. 


Yesod (Heb.): The ninth Sephira of the Tree of Life. The Sphere of the Moon which is the 
astronomical symbol of Change and therefore of Magick. The mysteries of Sex are 
particularly attributed to this Sephira, which is the sphere of activity of the Yezidi, or 
worshippers of Shaitan (Set). 


Yezid: The prophet of the Yezidi, who preceded Mahomet by many centuries and who 
established the cult of Shaitan in Sumer. Crowley was a reincarnation of this Prophet and 
The Book of the Law was the fulfilment of the promise of "a book written from eternity", 
i.e. from an extra-terrestrial source. The mystical cult-centre of the Yezidi is the Sephira 
Yesod or Yezod, the Sphere of the Moon, which is especially concerned with the Magick 
of Transformation. The number of YZID is 31 which is that of AL, LA, LASh TAL, The 
Book of the Law and the Aiwaz Current. 
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